
  

 

March 2022 

Holy Trinity hosted Free Laundry Day 

… see photos on page 13 
See  
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Pastor David 

Time for Seasonal Change 

To everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. 

- Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us of a truth central to our mortality: 

everything has its season, its time, its purpose. And then, as the seasons change, 

we are carried from the events and stations of one period of our life into the 

next. 

For the past eight and a half years, we have been in ministry together. During 

this time, we have celebrated the 150+ years of this congregation’s life. We have 

launched new and vital projects together. We have welcomed new members 

and mourned the passing of far too many others. We have wrestled, especially 

over the past two years, with a profound change in the way we gather and 

work together as church. Through it all, in the good days and in the midst of 

struggle, God has been faithful to us … blessing, challenging, comforting, 

encouraging, equipping. 

And now is a time for seasonal change.  

I am announcing my retirement from public ministry and from the office of 

Senior Pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, effective June 13, 2022. After 

much prayerful consideration, Karen and I have determined that there is a new 

season opening before us: a time for children and grandchildren, for tending 

more closely to aging parents…a time to set aside the busyness of our 

professional lives for new challenges and opportunities in the years we have 

together. 

We go with thanksgiving for the work we have shared with you, and with 

fervent prayers for the continuing ministry that you will bear forward. We are 

confident that the Holy Spirit will be at work among you in this transitional 

time, and that the next pastoral leader will answer your call with enthusiasm 

and skill. 

Through it all, may you know that you are loved and held in the unrelenting 

embrace of the God who is, in Christ, the way into a future filled with hope.  

That God will assuredly bless you and keep you. 

Pr. David 
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Join Us Online for Wednesday 
Evenings in Lent 

 

You are invited to join us for five Wednesday evenings during 

Lent (March 9 – April 6) as we study and worship together. 

Study at 7:00 p.m. It’s Lent with the Skit Guys…a comedy duo 

who invite us to consider a variety of topics related to the faith. 

Each week’s study will feature a video introduction to the topic 

followed by conversation. Pr. David is our facilitator for this Zoom 

study. The link is available on our website, in the MidWeek Word 

emailing, or by contacting Pr. David. 

Worship at 8:15 p.m. Prayer at the Close of Day (aka Compline)  

is a quiet, meditative liturgy that comforts us with prayer and 

scripture as we rest in God’s embrace through the night ahead. 

Tune in at www.holytrinityakron.org, on our YouTube channel,  

or on Facebook Live. † 

The congregation gathers at the beginning of Lent on Ash 

Wednesday, March 2, for a liturgy of Readings, Prayers, and 

the Imposition of Ashes. Two service times are offered:  

In-person service at Noon 

Live stream and in-person service at 7 p.m. †   

Order Your Easter Lilies 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

Orders MUST BE received by Monday, 

April 11 

 

Name_____________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________ 

Envelope #________  # Lilies ______ @ $15 each 

Total due__________________________________ 

Please use the pew envelopes for cash.  If 

paying by check, please make check payable  

to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and write 

‘Easter Lilies’ in the memo line. 

Please PRINT your message CLEARLY. 

In memory of ______________________________ 

In honor of ________________________________ 

To the Glory of God from ___________________ 

After you have picked up your order of lilies, the 

Friendly Visitors will deliver the remaining lilies to 

those members who are confined to residences or 

hospitals.  Thank you for this offering! 

http://www.holytrinityakron.org
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A Lenten Service 
of Morning Prayer 

followed by  
Soup Lunch  

11:30 a.m. on Wednesdays in the 

Chapel Lounge, March 9 – April 6 

We gather together for a Simplified 

Form of Morning Prayer that will 

include a time of silent reflection, 

scripture readings, devotion, and 

blessing. Our worship directs us 

into a time of fellowship and food 

as we continue conversations 

around the table enjoying soup & 

bread together. Covid-19 protocols 

will be followed. 

For more information, please call/

text Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith 

Formation at (330) 634-6597 or by 

email at 

rnunez@holytrinityakron.org. † 

Sunday LIFT  

(Living In Faith Together) 

4 p.m. via Zoom  

beginning March 6 

All ages welcome to join in this  

45-minute gathering on Sunday 

afternoons during Lent! 

 

Words to Build on: Words of Scripture  

for Remembrance & Reflection 

We will look at a collection of God’s promises of love, hope, and 

encouragement found in scripture as we seek to live out our faith both 

individually and in community. As the foundation for our lives as 

Christians, the words of scripture are meant to build upon. 

Please contact Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation for the 

Zoom link at rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or call/text  

330-634-6597. † 

At Home Communion Visitation Available  

If you have been staying at home 

during the pandemic and would 

like an in-person visit with 

communion, please contact the 

church office at (330) 376-5154.   

All of our Visitation Ministers are 

fully vaccinated and have 

received the booster shot as well.  

We look forward to coming to your home to serve you communion 

and have a word of prayer with you.If you have any other questions 

about visitation, please contact Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith 

Formation at rnunez@holytrinityakron.org, call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
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Weekly Check-in 

during COVID-19  

Fridays @ 9 a.m. via Zoom 
 

We gather via Zoom for a time of 

sharing, scripture reading, talking, 

prayer, and blessing.  Email Rachel 

Núñez, Director of Faith Formation,  

for a copy of the text and Zoom link  

at rnunez@holytrintyakron.org † 

Holy Trinity Book Club  

The next meeting of the  

Holy Trinity Book Club is 
 

Sunday, March 13  

following worship 

Scharf Library 
 

We will be discussing  

The Blueist Eye by Toni Morrison. 

All are invited to join us for the 

discussion.  Please contact Diane 

Chambers or Amy Indorf with  

any questions. † 

Women’s Bible Study 
Saturday, March 19 

9 a.m. In Person 
 

We will gather in Room 202  

at the church. Breakfast will be  

served followed by our study. 
 

The Kingdom of God by Rev. Mark Allan Powell 

Gather Magazine March/April 2022 Edition  

Session 3: Eternal life in the Gospel of John – In the fourth Gospel Jesus uses 

the expression “eternal life” to talk about what he calls the “kingdom of 

God” in the other Gospels. The phrase does not just refer to life that is 

eternally long, but also (indeed, especially) to life that is eternally deep—life 

that is endless in value and meaning. We will look at some popular 

passages, including John 3:16 and the story of Jesus and the woman at the 

well to discover how our lives can be marked by love and purpose. 
 

If you have any questions or need a copy of the study, call/text Rachel 

Núñez at (330) 634-6597 or email rnunez@holytrinityakron.org. † 

Saturday, March 19 @ 8:30 a.m., Scharf Library 
 

If you’re a guy, you are welcome to join us. We’re reading as a group, eating 

donuts, drinking coffee and praying together … generally figuring out what 

it means to be a man of faith.  This is good stuff … come and be a part of it!  

Questions—please see Pastor David. † 

Men’s  
Bible 
Study 

Next Hike & Seek:  

Saturday, March 5  

@ 9 a.m. 
Cascade Valley Metro Park 

Valley View Area,  

1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron  
 

We will gather at the start of the trail for a short devotional reading before 

walking the trail (at your own pace). We regather after 35 minutes for a brief 

discussion and blessing.  Questions?  Email Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith 

Formation, at rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

mailto:rnunez@holytrintyakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
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Women’s Lenten Retreat Returns 
Saturday, March 26 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

(A continental breakfast and light lunch will be served) 
 

Holy Week Tenebrae – A Home Based Devotional Exploration 
Tenebrae means “shadows,” and for centuries Christians have held Tenebrae services  

to explore the mysteries of Holy Week. Lights are gradually extinguished and shadows  

slowly gather – a powerful symbol of both the world’s brokenness and the dreadful  

night before Easter’s beautiful dawn. We will explore the deeper meanings  

of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday.  

We will learn simple practices of prayer, reading, light & shadow, reflection, and singing  

to help us connect with each other as we engage the key themes of the season.  
 

Please note that both registration and proof of Covid vaccination  

are required for this gathering.  
 

Register by contacting the church office at (330) 376-5154 or by putting your name  

on the sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center counter. Proof of Covid vaccination  

to be checked at the door – please bring vaccination card or digital photo of the card. 
 

For more information please contact Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation, at 

rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org


  

 

DLM by the 
Numbers 

 

Throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic, DLM Food & 

Resources has continued to 

operate and provide food 

boxes, personal care items 

along with cleaning supplies, 

and laundry items to those 

families involved with Project 

RISE and others who are in 

need.  Clothing is given to 

those who inquire. 

During the month of February, 

DLM Food & Resources  

served the following ... 

201 Families 

345 Children 

669 Individuals 
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Just as Jesus Christ served others, we too are called to serve our neighbors.  

Volunteering just a few hours with DLM Food & Resources provides struggling 

families with what they need … food, love, respect and hope.  

Is there any reason why you can’t serve with DLM?  There are a number of ways you 

can volunteer your time with DLM, whether it’s a few hours or several days.  There are 

opportunities where you can be seated, standing or both.  There is computer/data entry 

work, physical work and everything in-between.  See below. 

DLM is a ministry that has a huge impact on children and families.  Make the 

commitment to DLM and help serve others. You’ll be so glad you did!!  Contact DLM 

Operations Manager Stefan Katz at skatz@holytrinityakron.org. † 

The Week Prior to Delivery 
Tuesday:  

• Assemble empty boxes for non-perishables 

• Enter family information in the Freshtrak system 

Wednesday:   

• Unload the Food Bank food delivery truck 

• Sort items and stock shelves 

• Update the inventory system 

• Fill the assembled boxes with non-perishables 

Thursday: 

• Continue filling boxes with non-perishables 

• Finalize contents, put documentation inside  

boxes and seal them 
 

Week of Delivery 
Tuesday:  

• Assemble empty boxes for fresh produce 

Wednesday:  

• Bag meat, dairy and other refrigerated food  

• Put family names on hygiene bags 

Thursday:  

• Fill hygiene bags and household bags   

• Load carts with non-perishable boxes 

• Load carts with hygiene bags 

Friday:   

• Fill empty boxes with fresh produce, meat, dairy and other refrigerated food 

• Help  load drivers’ cars with delivery boxes 

• Help clean up after all boxes are loaded 
 

Every Week, Tuesday - Friday 
• Sort and organize clothing and shoe donations 

• Re-stock clothing, shoes and accessories as needed 

DLM Delivery 

Dates 
Volunteers are needed 

to deliver food boxes 

twice each month. 

 

March 4 & 18  

April 8 & 22 

May 13 & 27 

June 10 & 24 

July 8 & 22 

August 5 & 19 

September 9 & 23 

October 7 & 21 

November 4 & 18 

December 2 & 16 
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Walking on Sunshine & Snow! 
The snow and cold weather 

could not keep away the Hikers 

& Seekers!  A small yet mighty 

group gathered at the 

Seiberling Nature Realm on 

Saturday, February 5. † 

Pictured above (from left):  Rachel 

and Jacinto Nunez, Don Parsisson 

and Diane Chambers.   

Pictured at right:  Jacinto, Diane 

and Don enjoy feeding the birds. 

THANK YOU WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY!  Women’s Bible Study has 

been providing a delicious meal for the staff and volunteers of DLM on 

delivery days each month.  Pictured (from left):  DLM Director Darlene Katz, 

Alexandra Schueneman with Project Rise, DLM Operations Manager Stefan Katz, 

Diane Chambers, Linda Vowles, new DLM Administrative Assistant Regina 

Graphenreed, LJ Kimble and Jacquie Wert. † 

Look Who We Found? 

Pictured above is Holy Trinity member 

James Gates directing the Massillon 

High School Pep Band at a recent 

men’s basketball game.  Photo taken by 

Linda Vowles. † 

Spring has sprung in the Sanctuary! 
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Pastries for Parents Event Held  
Parent education and engagement is very important at Robinson CLC.  

That is why Holy Trinity has partnered with the Robinson Family 

Resource Center (FRC) to host quarterly informational sessions for 

parents and students throughout the school year.  This quarter’s 

‘Pastries for Parents’ event was held Thursday, February 17.  Albert 

McIntosh from Hope Behavioral Health was the guest speaker.  He 

shared information about why it’s important for parents to be diligent 

and always aware of your child’s emotional and mental health and 

offered tips on how to identify when there maya be issues. 

‘Fruit for Families,’ the final parent engagement session will be held 

Thursday, May 5.  This would be a great opportunity to serve and 

meet the wonderful families at Robinson CLC!  Please contact Sandy 

DeLuca  at (330) 703-4870 if you are interested. † 

TOP, ABOVE & AT LEFT:  Parents and 

students listen to Albert McIntosh from Hope 

Behavioral Health talk about the importance of 

being aware of your child’s emotional and mental 

health at the Pastries for Parents event. 
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Free Laundry Day a Success! 
Holy Trinity hosted it’s sixth Free Laundry Day on February 21 at 

Holland’s Laundromat.  It was originally scheduled January 17, but 

was cancelled due to a snow storm.  What an incredible day of serving 

others!  “Thank you!,” “What a blessing this is!” and “God bless you 

for your work!”  These were the kind of remarks we consistently 

heard throughout the day from so many wonderful people.  For one 

particular Robinson CLC parent, this event saved her more than $100 

that can now be used on 

other needs of her family.   

A man even prayed for us!   

In the end, Holy Trinity 

contributed $1,520 that paid 

for 950 single loads of 

laundry that was washed by 

approximately 50-60 

families. †  

Pictured (from left):  Sandy DeLuca, Gregg Loesch and Rev. Lor Breyley. 

Pictured top left:  Pastor David starts a 

washing machine for a family. 

Above right:  A father unloads his clothes 

from a dryer. 

Left:  Rev. Lor Breyley starts a washing 

machine for a family. 

Right:  Sandy DeLuca (l) poses with a 

mom from Robinson CLC. 
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Date Readers Livestream 

Sunday, March 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Deb Ickes Ann Lawson 

Sunday, March 13 

9:30 a.m. 
Tom Baumgardner Ann Lawson 

Sunday, March 20 

9:30 a.m. 
Dan Seiberling Ann Lawson 

Sunday, March 27 

9:30 a.m. 
Frederica Cohen Alex DeLuca 

Worship Stewards 

** NOTICE ** 
 

Out of an abundance of 

caution, Rachel and 

Pastor David are 

suspending Coffee & 

Conversation through 

Easter. They hope  

to resume this outreach 

activity in April or May. †   

Holy Trinity’s Alto 

Presents Recital  

Our beloved alto section leader, 

McKayla Ferguson, will be featured 

later this month in a solo recital.  

This event will include works by 

Georg Frideric Händel, J. S. Bach, 

Reynaldo Hahn, Richard Strauss, 

Samuel Barber, Benjamin Britten, 

Ned Rorem, and Kurt Weill. † 

When:  

Saturday, March 19 at 7 p.m. 

Where:  

Ludwig Recital Hall  

Kent State University 

Center for the Performing Arts,  

1325 Theatre Dr, Kent, OH 44243 

How:  

Attend in person or online  

at https://www.kent.edu/music 

/live-streaming. 

CONGRATULATIONS, 

McKAYLA!! 

Spannbauer Memorial 
Scholarship Awarded 

 

The Robert Spannbauer Memorial Art Scholarship was awarded by the 

Akron Society of Artists for the first time on January 29, 2022. This day 

would have been Robert's 98th birthday. The award, initiated by Robert’s 

wife Marion and children Carla, Janet and Ray, received generous support 

from family and friends. Marion passed away two weeks before the first 

award was to be presented. The Spannbauer Family had been very active 

members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church since 1953. 

The $1000 scholarship (to be used for further art studies)  was presented 

during the annual Northeast Central Ohio Scholastic Arts Awards 

ceremony to the extraordinarily talented Anna Leon, a 17 year old student 

at Cuyahoga Falls High School. This memorial art scholarship will be 

awarded to an advanced regional high school student on an annual basis 

for the next five years. † 



  

 

March Birthdays 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members 

who are celebrating birthdays this month!!   
 

If you want to include your birthday in a 
future issue of the Highlights, please contact 

Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   
NOTE:  This list only includes known birthdays.   

WELCOME TO 
ONLINECHURCH 
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March 1 – Anthony Lupo 

March 2 – Lorin Sickafoose 

March 7 – Arden Cheeseborough 

March 8 – William Woodford 

March 10 – Lynn Kane 

March 10 – Jen Seltzer 

March 11 – Marsha Asente 

March 14 – Wesley Andrews 

March 15 – Connie Archbold 

March 15 – Sandra Hamilton 

March 15 – Olivia Sharp 

March 17 – Carolyn McCahan 

March 17 – James Simpson 

March 18 – Parker Andrews 

March 18 – Taylor Harris (Minton) 

March 19 – David Nevergall 

March 19 – Zachary Spannbauer 

March 21 – Elijah Forbes 

March 21 – Marilyn Niskanen 

March 22 – Benjamin Mormino 

March 25 – Nancy Riemenschneider 

March 26 – Meleah Woodford 

March 27 – Beth Pfahl 

March 27 – Charlotte Stefanik 

March 29 – Jennifer Dillard 

March 29 – Rebecca Seroke 

March 31 – John Stefanik 
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Mission Statement: 

The mission of Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church is to bring Jesus to people 

through love and the word of God. 

Groups & Activities 
Acolyte Coordinator - Judy Eisenhart  

Altar Guild - Sophia Morton 

Archives  - Ricki Ethington 

Book Club - Diane Chambers & Amy Indorf 

Communion Assistants - Deborah Ickes  

& Marcy Nagy 

Family Promise & OPEN M - Gregg Loesch 

LINKS - Elizabeth Liska 

Memorial Garden - Sonya Nagle 

Men’s Bible Study - Pastor David Nevergall 

Parish Nurse Ministry - Sally Richenbacher 

Prayer Chain - Sally Richenbacher/Wanda Clark 

Renaissance Team - Bob Keener 

Readers - Nan Riemenschneider 

Robinson CLC - Sandy DeLuca 

Stream Team - Bob Foutty 

Ushers - Gregg Loesch 

Women’s Bible Study - Velma Pomrenke 

Vision Statement: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is a faith 

community grounded in God’s word, 

called to worship and committed  

to serve as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Address & Phone: 
50 N. Prospect Street 

Akron, Ohio  44304-1273 

(330) 376-5154    holytrinityakron.org 

Holy Trinity Staff 
Senior Pastor, David Nevergall 

Director of Faith Formation, Rachel Núñez 

Director of Music Ministries,  

Deacon Ruth Anderson 

Parish Secretary, Annmarie Demko 

Financial Secretary,  Jim Minisall 

Communications Coordinator,  

Sandy DeLuca 

DLM Director, Darlene Katz 

DLM Operations Manager, Stefan Katz 

Maintenance Coordinator, Bruce Mansour 

Sexton, Vince Simmons 

Highlights is a publication of:    

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
 

E-mail:  highlights@holytrinityakron.org  
Editors: Annmarie Demko and Sandy DeLuca. 

Mailing: TTT’s & Annmarie Demko 

2022 Church Council 
President, John Guran 

Vice President, Rick Kimble 

Secretary, Valerie Clark 

Treasurer, Lesli Eisenhart 

Paul Anacki 

Connie Archbold 

Frederica Cohen 

Bob Hoskins 

Fred Rieman 

Pastor David Nevergall 

2022 Cabinet 
Care & Fellowship - Rachel Núñez 

Faith Formation - Amanda Archbold 

Finance - Lesli Eisenhart 

Outreach & Social Concerns - Gregg Loesch 

Personnel - John Stefanik 

Property - Dan Detwiler 

Welcome—Bob Foutty 

Worship & Music—Frederica Cohen  

& Ron Nockengost 

Council Liaison - Rick Kimble 


