We Are Church,
We Are Called
Proclaiming + Reforming + Celebrating
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Today we are gathering in celebrate and for the 52-42-12 (originally 50
-40-10); 52 years of Lutheran women being ordained in the United
States; 42 years of women of color being ordained; and 12 years of
LGBT QI A2S+ individuals being able to serve freely.
1970 - Elizabeth Platz is ordained in the Lutheran Church in America,
making her the first woman of European descent ordained in a
Lutheran church body in North America. We are honored and
privileged to have the Rev. Elizabeth Platz preaching at today’s
service.
Barbara L. Andrews is the first woman of European descent
ordained in the American Lutheran Church and the first woman
with a disability ordained in the United States.
Janith Otte Murphy is the first woman of European descent
ordained in the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches.
1979 - Lydia Rivera Kalb is the first Latina woman ordained in a
Lutheran church body in the United States (LCA).
Earlean Miller is the first woman of African descent ordained in
a Lutheran church body in the United States (LCA).
1982 - Asha George-Guiser is the first woman of Asian descent
ordained in a Lutheran church body in the United States (LCA).
1987 - Marlene Whiterabbit Helgemo is the first American Indian
woman ordained in a Lutheran church body in the United
States (ALC).
1990 - Ruth Frost and Phyllis Zillhart are the first openly lesbian women
to be ordained in a Lutheran church body in the United States.
Because of the ELCA’s policies on clergy in same-gender
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Festival Eucharist Service

relationships, the congregation that called them, St. Francis,
was put on ecclesiastical trial, suspended from the ELCA for five
years and then expelled in 1995. Frost and Zillhart were formally
received back into the ELCA in 2010.
1992 - April Ulring Larson is the first woman of European descent
elected as a synod bishop in the ELCA. At this time, she was
only the second female Lutheran bishop in the world.

(52-42-12 Anniversary Celebration)
Holy Trinity Lutheran, Akron
PRELUDE

Rise, O Sun of Righteousness

ELW 657

Sing each stanza in alternation with an instrumental reflection.

2001 - Margarita Martinez is the first woman of color and first Latina
woman elected as a synod bishop in the ELCA.
Sharon Stalkfleet is the first bisexual woman of European
descent ordained in the ELCA.
2009 - Dolores McKay is the first woman of Middle Eastern descent
ordained in the ELCA.
2013 - Elizabeth Eaton is the first woman of European descent elected
as presiding bishop of the ELCA. Prior to her election, she was
the first woman of European descent elected bishop to the
Northeastern Ohio Synod.
2018 - Patricia A. Davenport and Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld are the first
women of African descent to be elected as synod bishops in
the ELCA.
2021 - Megan Rohrer is the first transgender person elected as a synod
bishop in the ELCA.
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+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG

O Praise the Gracious Power

ELW 651

A brief interlude follows each refrain.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
We are God’s people, sheep of the Spirit’s fold, lambs of Christ’s flock,
sinners of God’s redeeming.
Amen.

All T&BChoir All S&A-

Let us come before God, who already knows our hearts and welcomes
our humility.
Loving God, our thoughts, our words, and our deeds are an open book to
you. You have seen where we fall short. You know where we have
strayed as individuals and as your church. In your mercy, forgive us and
guide us into right ways of being— ways of welcome, paths of mercy,
habits of grace— so that we may live renewed in the joy of our salvation,
prepared, equipped, and ready to meet Christ in our neighbors and in
your creation. Amen.
God’s ways are not our ways and God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.
Before we were made, God brought creation out of nothing and peace
out of chaos. In this same love, God unyokes you from sin and binds you
to a new life and new living in Jesus Christ. Rejoice and be glad, yours is
the kingdom of God.
Amen.
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All -

All -

All -

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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This is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Most High God, you know our whole truth, and you give us refuge in the
shadow of your wings. Continue to raise up women, women of color,
and people of the LGBTQI A2S+ community to serve Christ’s church,
and strengthen all in the vocations to which you call us. And at the last,
gather us with Miriam, Mary Magdalene and all the saints to dance on
the safe side of the sea, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.

+ WORD +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 15:19-21
19When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers
went into the sea, the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon
them; but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground.
20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand;
and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with
dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:
"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 57
A cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it.
The choir/cantors sing verses. All sing the refrain as indicated.
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Refrain

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful, for I have taken refuge in you; in
the shadow of your wings will I take refuge until this time of trouble has
gone by. I will call upon the Most High God, the God who is with me to
the end. O God, you will send from heaven and save me, rebuking those
who trample upon me, you will send forth your love and your faithfulness.
I lie in the midst of lions that devour the people; their teeth are spears
and arrows, their tongue a sharp sword.
Refrain
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, and your glory over all the
earth. They have laid a net for my feet, and I am bowed low; they have
dug a pit before me, but have fallen into it themselves. My heart is
steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make melody.
Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; I myself will waken the dawn.
Refrain
I will give thanks to you among the peoples, O LORD; I will sing praise to
you among the nations. For your steadfast love is greater than the
heavens, and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. Exalt yourself
above the heavens, O God, and your glory over all the earth.
Refrain
SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29
before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the
law until faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25But
now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
23Now
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28There

is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is
no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according
to the promise.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he
will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no
longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned.
12I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth;
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me,
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

GOSPEL: John 16:1-15
The holy gospel according to John, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1I

have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. 2They will put
you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who
kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to God. 3And
they will do this because they have not known the Father or me. 4But I
have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may
remember that I told you about them.
"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with
you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me,
'Where are you going?' 6But because I have said these things to you,
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SERMON: The Rev. Elizabeth Platz
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
Please stand as you are able.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace
The canon begins on the right side; left side follows 1 measure later.

All All Choir All Canon -

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
15
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

We give thanks for the fifty-two years of women’s ordination to the
ministry of Word and Sacrament in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and its predecessor bodies, and we pray that you would
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continue to raise up and equip women for ordained ministry in your
church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the women of color who for the last forty-two years
have answered your call to the ministry of word and sacrament in your
church. Continue to bless them with the gifts they need for ministry and
help us to continually be transformed into a church where all are
welcome. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the faithful service of LGBTQIA+ pastors who have
enriched this church, and we give thanks for the policy change twelve
years ago enabling them to serve as who they are, even in partnered
relationships. We confess that we have sometimes failed to put our
words into action, and we pray for your help to be open and supportive
of all who are called by your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all who are discerning a call to ministry and for all who are
growing in faith and leadership in the church. Give them the gifts and
opportunities they need to respond to the call of your Spirit, and
continually renew your church through them in this and in coming
generations. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all people around the world who are ostracized from their
communities for any reason or who are treated as less than children of
God. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are suffering under the atrocity of war, especially
the people of Ukraine. Deliver them from this time of trial and make a
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way for peace. Be with their faith communities and bless them with all
the gifts they need to care for those whose lives have been shattered.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For what else do we pray, silently or out loud?
(pause)

Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Into your hands, most high God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting that your steadfast love is greater than the heavens and your
faithfulness reaches to the clouds, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
our song.
Amen.

+ MEAL +
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
People greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Please be seated.

OFFERING
Today’s offering will support the ELCA Fund for Leaders.
Please make checks payable to the Northeastern Ohio Synod and give them to an
usher or place them in an offering plate on your way out.
To pay with a debit/credit card, go to
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/416952.
To designate your giving click “Give To:” then select “Fund for Leaders.”
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Unison Harmony Harmony Unison -

Sing a New World into Being

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have blessed us with our bodies, our minds, our hearts, our
communities, and the resources of this earth. Lead us and guide us to use
these gifts in accordance with your will, for the sake of the one who is
with us to the end, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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SANCTUS

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, his death, and his resurrection, we thank
you for the grace that you have poured out on your creation. We thank
you for the Spirit who strengthens the call to preach the good news to all
people in all places at all times. With this bread and cup, we hold fast to
Christ’s life of love, revealing divine power, and we await the day when
all shall be well, and all things are made new.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy and generous God, the source of all life-giving vocations, the
nourisher of dreams and hopes, the Joy of our souls and the song of our
hearts:
You led your people from slavery into freedom and the women led the
singing and dancing. You gave your psalmists words, and those verses
formed the prayer of generations. You spoke the Good News of the
resurrection through Mary Magdalene. You continue to speak to those
who listen, and new relationships are formed in community. You bring
wholeness to the sick and the dead, and, in you, all creation knows true
peace.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts that we may rejoice
together in Christ’s faithfulness, live courageously, and recognize the gifts
and callings of all people in your church and in your world. Unite our
prayers with all the saints of your word gathered on the banks of the river
of life -- giving you honor, glory, and praise -- Almighty God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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I Come with Joy

LAMB OF GOD

ELW 482

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome. Come to the table.
Please be seated.
Please come forward at the direction of the ushers.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.
COMMUNION HYMNS
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The Love that Goes Unspoken

Holy Woman, Graceful Giver

stanza 1-unison; 2-harmony; 3-harmony; 4-unison

Unison Harmony Harmony Unison -
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I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me

+ SENDING +

ELW 860

Sing repeatedly.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
May the joy of God’s freedom cause your spirit to dance; May the
presence of God’s peace bring wholeness to your body and mind. May
God give you blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. In
the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

To Be Your Presence

ELW 546

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy and healing God: In this meal, you have given us your very self to
eat, and you have made us one in Christ: there is no longer Jew or
Greek, slave or free, male and female. As we go forth from this place,
take us by the hand and free us from fear, that we might sing your praise
with our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Postlude
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To Be Your Presence

David Cherwien
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OUR THANKS TO TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS AND PARTICIPANTS
Presiding Minister
The Rev. Dr. Laura Barbins
Bishop of The Northeastern Ohio Synod, ELCA
Preacher
Assisting Minister
Lectors

The Rev. Elizabeth Platz
Retired, ELCA
The Rev. Donald King
Retired, ELCA
The Rev. Paula Maeder-Connor
Retired, ELCA
The Rev. Timothy Scholl
Emmanuel, Elyria

Elizabeth Platz enrolled in Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania (now United Lutheran Seminary) after graduating from
Chatham College in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Communion Servers

The Rev. Jean Hansen
Faith, Fairlawn

After graduating from seminary in 1965, she worked as a lay minister at
the University of Maryland-College Park for the five years until the
Lutheran Church in America moved to allow ordination of women in
1970.
Rev. Elizabeth Platz made history by becoming the first woman in North
America to be ordained by a Lutheran church body. She went on to
serve as Chaplain at the University of Maryland for 47 years until her
retirement. She was recognized for her commitment with an
appointment as the University’s emeritus chaplain.

The Rev. Dr. Marilyn Matevia
Celebration, Chardon

The Rev. Laurie Miller
Christ, Lorain, and Redeemer, Elyria
The Rev. Timothy Scholl
Emmanuel, Elyria
Sacristan
Crucifer

Ushers
Organist/Choir Director
Pianist
Saxophonist

The Rev. David Nevergall
Holy Trinity, Akron
Karen Nevergall
Holy Trinity, Akron
Members of Holy Trinity, Akron
Deacon Ruth Anderson
Holy Trinity, Akron
Joshua Porter
Worship Pastor, Mount Calvary Baptist Church, Akron
Ronell Regis

Images ELCA, Chatham College, and Living Lutheran
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PERMISSIONS
Liturgy reprinted from ELW © 2006 and ACS © 2021. Liturgy reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020986
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707583. All Rights reserved.
Scripture quotations from New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Music reprinted under One License #A-719034 and Sundays and Seasons
license #SAS020986. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Psalm 57 setting by Mark Mummert, from Psalm Settings for the Church Year
© 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Sundays and Seasons license
#SAS020986. Used by permission.
Sing a New World into Being Text: Mary Louise Bringle © 2006 GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense #A-719034 Music:
NETTLETON; J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813. P.D.
The Love That Goes Unspoken Text: Mary Louise Bringle © 2006 GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense #A-719034 Music:
LLANGLOFFAN; Welsh tune, 19th cent. P.D.
Holy Woman, Graceful Giver Text: Susan Palo Cherwien © 1994 Susan Palo
Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. OneLicense #A719034 Music: ALABASTER JAR; Anne Krentz Organ © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. OneLicense #A-719034
To Be Your Presence from Interpretations by David Cherwien © 1980 A.M.S.I.
All rights reserved. OneLicense #A-719034
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