March 2021

To-Go Meals
Holy Trinity helps prepare and
serve to-go meals at Robinson CLC
… see more photos, page 12
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H
Yep. On the 15th of March, we will celebrate the first anniversary of our first livestream
worship broadcast. There were still a few people in the house that morning for a single
service at 9:30am. But by the next Sunday, it was just a small collection of worship
leaders. Worship went totally virtual.
Over the next week or so, there were additional online opportunities taking the place of
our “normal” programming. Morning Devotions appeared at 8:00am Monday-Friday…
a Facebook Live gathering that continues to this day. Prayers for All People began on
Tuesday afternoon. DLM shifted from a shopping event to a delivery service so that our
client families could still be cared for. A variety of studies started happening online, too,
as well as a spiritual wellness check-in every Friday. There was and still is a bedtime
story and prayer time…now every Sunday night at 7:00pm…while ministry teams,
committees, and the Congregation Council discovered a Zoom way of meeting. A lot of
folks…both staff and volunteers…put (and continue to invest) a great deal of time and
effort and creativity into pivoting Holy Trinity into a whole new reality for ministry.

Pastor David

And here we are…one year in and still learning, growing, trying new things, and
reaching well beyond our walls by digital means so that we might continue to bring
Jesus to all people through love and the Word of God. What a grand opportunity we
have been given. Who could have imagined it?
It was my privilege to speak recently with a newcomer to our community. He happens
to live in Maine, but attends worship online each week, offers prayer concerns, prays for
us here in Akron, and even regularly sends a check in order to help support what’s
going on here. Even remotely, he has found a community where faith is active in love,
and he has been blessed by it. Thanks be to God.
We try our best to peer into the future and imagine what might be coming next. How
soon will the Covid restrictions be lifted? When will we be able to safely gather again…
praying and speaking and singing together? What will normal look like even after the
doors are open wide? How will we continue to minister with and to folks from all
across the country? How has our congregation been forever altered by the pandemic
experience, and what will that mean for us? I wish I had answers.
What I do have is confidence. Together we will get our priorities sorted out and our
plans made so that the mission can faithfully continue. Even more important, however,
is the context for that sorting and planning: the future that God already has in store for
us…one that is visible by means of cross and resurrection where redemption and grace
and joy are the consequence of divine and unrelenting love.
You know the prayer: Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. That works…no matter what comes next. †

HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG

PAGE 3

Ernie Liska
Memorial
Scholarship
Counselors and teachers in the Akron
Public School system have already
begun helping students apply for the
2021 Ernie Liska Memorial Scholarship
sponsored by Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church. This scholarship provides
financial assistance to qualified students who plan to earn a college
degree, university degree, or become certified in a vocational/
building trade and who aspire to utilize their education to serve
their community. Finalists for the $1,000 scholarship will be
announced in May following a review of applications by the
selection committee.

Stations of the Cross:
Pandemic Hope
How does the pandemic reveal Jesus' Stations
of the Cross in a unique light? Mary Button, an
ELCA liturgical artist, explores this question
in her art series "Stations of the Cross:
Pandemic Hope." Each station lifts up images
and stories of hope, resiliency, and
relationship during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Featuring the dedicated work of healthcare,
sanitation, and mortuary workers, each station
reflects how Jesus' journey to the cross is
witnessed amid this unique global crisis.

Your support for this important scholarship program is critical in
helping deserving students as they launch their careers.
Contributions may be made to the Ernie Liska Memorial
Scholarship fund at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
For more information, please contact John Stefanik at (330) 6663579 or jrstef@roadrunner.com. †

Two congregations of the Akron/Wooster
conference will be providing an installation of
Button's series outside their facilities.
Jerusalem Lutheran Church (9282 Acme Road,
Seville) and St. Luke's Lutheran Church (2121
Sixth Street, Cuyahoga Falls) invite you to
walk the stations of the cross throughout Holy
Week. This artistic series will be available
March 29-April 3 along their parking lot and
exterior walkways for prayerful
contemplation.

Groups who meet via Zoom include: Sunday LIFT,
Trinity Book Club, Women’s Bible Study, Midweek
Bible Study, The Luther & Lager Hour, Friday Check-In
as well as a most of the ministry team, Committee
and Council meetings. †

Please contact Pastor Tina Crog (née Heise) at
pastortinaheise@gmail.com with questions. †

Pictured above is the Sunday LIFT activity held January 31
with guest speaker DLM Coordinator Darlene Katz.
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Who’s Been on Zoom?
Zoom Meeting has been the meeting platform we have
used to bring you a variety of fellowship, learning and
social opportunities over this past year.

HIGHLIGHTS

Easter Lilies
To decorate Holy Trinity for Easter Sunday, April 4,
Orders MUST BE received by Monday, March 29
in the Church office. Please complete this form and mail or
drop it off with your payment. Check can be made payable
to Holy Trinity, note Easter Lilies in the memo line.
Name _______________________________________________

Looking Ahead to
Holy Week
Plans for Holy Week worship - Palm Sunday,
March 28, through Easter Vigil, April 3 - are
coming together. Much like last year, these
services will be online only …livestreamed via
our website, Facebook LIVE, and our YouTube

Phone_______________________________________________
Envelope # ___________________________________________

channel. Bulletins for all these services will be
available for download from our website as we
get closer to those days, as well as being

# Lilies @ $15 _________________________________________
Total amount due _____________________________________
Please PRINT your message CLEARLY.
In memory of ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
In honor of ___________________________________________

accessible via Midweek Word. They will also be
mailed to those who do not have computer
access.

Our Holy Week services include:
Palm Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer @ Monday-Friday at 8 a.m.
Maundy Thursday @ 7 p.m.
Good Friday @ 7 p.m.
Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil @ 8 p.m.

_____________________________________________________

Easter Sunday’s liturgy will be at 9:30 a.m. via
To the Glory of God from ______________________________
_____________________________________________________

livestream. Watch for more complete
information to come! †

If you would like an Easter lily, they will be available
for pick-up the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday after Easter
(April 6-7-8) at the Church, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thereafter,
remaining lilies will be delivered to those members who are
confined to residences or hospitals.

Thank you for this offering!

HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG
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The Secrets of Generosity
6 Genuine Lessons for Success
by Briallyn Smith | Published February 22, 2017 on makeuseof.com
Try the conscious decision to practice generosity every day.
These six lessons on generosity will help you learn about
yourself, the people around you, and the world.
We often think of generosity as a personality trait: you're
either generous, or you're not.
The truth is that generosity is a practice. It is something
that you can cultivate in your life over time. Like any
habit. Even better, practicing generosity offers a wealth
of opportunities for learning about yourself, the people
around you, and the world.
There isn't a one-size-fits-all approach to practicing
generosity that I can recommend. It may take some
experimenting to find the strategies and styles that best
fit your personality and lifestyle.
But what I can tell you is that practicing generosity can
have a large impact on how you view your life and the
choices you make every day. The lessons you learn from
giving are valuable. They can make life so much better,
not only for the individuals you set out to help but also
for you!

Lesson 1: Generosity Isn't Just About Money
Most people's first association with generosity is making
monetary donations to a cause. This strategy is certainly
an effective one -- charitable organizations rely on funds
to accomplish many of their goals.
However, there are so many other ways to practice
generosity in your life. For example, consider ways that
you can be generous with your time, your possessions,
your empathy, and your talents.
Maybe you don't have much money to spare this month,
but you can spend an afternoon helping someone paint
their new home. Maybe you are on a strict budget, but
can lend your car to a neighbor while theirs is in the shop.
Or maybe you can offer to watch someone's children for a
few hours so that they have a chance to get some errands
done.
It's easy to think that you can't be generous without
having extra cash on hand, but free acts of generosity can

sometimes be even more meaningful and valuable to an
individual or organization in need.

Lesson 2: Generosity Makes You Happier and
Healthier
There is an entire body of research that explores the
relationship between generosity and happiness. Many
studies clearly link the two, showing that volunteering can
increase self-esteem, increase one's sense of purpose, and
decrease symptoms of depression. Physically, generosity
can lead to decreases in stress, chronic pain intensity, and
mortality while promoting higher levels of functioning.
Other studies suggest that when a giver sees a clear link
between their actions and a positive outcome for someone
in need, positive hormones like oxytocin, serotonin,
endorphins, and dopamine may be released. Generosity
can even extend your life expectancy.
When you're able to give part of yourself in a selfless
manner, the potential windfall can be significant, and it all
comes relatively easily.
The act of giving can also serve as a reminder to be
thankful for what you have. Gratitude is a key concept in
happiness research, and recognizing opportunities to be
grateful for things, experiences, and people can make a big
difference in your emotional state.

Lesson 3: Generosity Is Easier Than You Think
Another common myth about being generous is that it is
going to be a difficult process for the giver. It's easy to
imagine situations where you are guilted into donating
more money than you can afford, or being forced to give
up a prized heirloom to benefit someone else.
Try looking at generosity as something that you get to do
instead of something that you should do. Practicing
generosity can teach you that some of the best ways to give
are also fun and enjoyable!

Lesson 4: Generosity Is a Mindful Process
Mindfulness is all about bringing your full attention to the
present moment, and immersing yourself in the experience.
Continued on page 7 ...
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The Secrets of Generosity
…. continued from page 6
Practicing generosity in your everyday life quickly teaches you
how important it is to be mindful of your actions and
opportunities. The more aware you are in each situation, the
more likely you will recognize an opportunity to give.
Taking some time to give in a thoughtful way can maximize the
other benefits of generosity. Give to organizations, individuals,
and causes that you are personally connected. This can be more
rewarding than those you don't know anything about.

Lesson 5: Generosity Builds Meaningful Connections
Nothing brings people together like generosity. It is the
simplest way to bond with people who care about the same
things you do, even if you start out as strangers. Research has
shown that giving improves cooperation and helps people view
each other more positively.
Everyday generosity also has a huge potential for deepening
close friendships. It is hard to beat relationships built on a
foundation of mutual generosity and the trust that comes from
knowing the other person has your back.
Once you become used to giving, it might be hard to receive
from others. But it's important to accept their generosity as well
-- relationships aren't balanced or healthy if one person is
always the giver and the other is always the receiver. Both
parties in a relationship should be able to experience the
benefits of giving!

Lesson 6: Generosity Has Ripple Effects
One of the best lessons that can be learned from generosity is
that its effects reach farther than you could ever intend. A
Harvard study found that a single person acting in a generous
way influences observers to behave generously later. In turn,
those who observe the observers are also more likely to be
generous.
So a single act of generosity on your part can have a significant
impact on more people than just your intended recipient. The
ripple effects can reach dozens or even hundreds of people,
many of whom you may never know about.

This is a great mantra to live by! Being generous
and showing generosity can be easy, fun and can
make a tremendous impact! And when there’s
more than one of you, it’s twice the generosity!
Here are some ways to show your generosity
with Holy Trinity’s ministries:
Serve with DLM Food & Resources.
•
•
•

•

Donate empty, flat boxes (size 16x12x12 preferred).
Help sort and prepare food boxes and
personal care packages.
Help deliver boxes and packages to families
throughout the community (mapped
delivery routes provided).
Donate infant and personal care items
(i.e. diapers, wipes, shampoo/conditioner,
body wash, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
deodorant, feminine hygiene products).

Serve at Robinson CLC.
•

Help prepare and serve monthly to-go meals
to students and families.

Donate to the Ernie Liska Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
•

Donate to support this scholarship program
in memory of long-time member Ernie Liska.
See page 4 for more information.

Support Local Organizations.

Generosity as a Way of Life
Making the conscious decision to practice generosity every day
can feel daunting at first. But once you begin, the benefits of
your choices can make it difficult to stop.
There are some amazing opportunities out there that allow you
to give back in important and tangible ways. And you can
accomplish these tasks from the comfort of your home. What do
you have to lose? †
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•

Donate to the Love Offering each week
that support a variety of local organizations.

Reach Out to Others.
•

Regularly check-in with folks with a
phone call, letter or note or even a
driveway visit.
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This year’s Bible study in Lent invites you to take a walk
as we explore the Scriptures, consider the mission to
which we are called, and discover anew the Christ who
walks with us in these days. There are four of the five
sessions still to come in March. Topics and dates
include:
•
•
•
•

March 3 – “Walk Together” – Matthew 26:36-46
March 10 – “Walk in Faith” – Matthew 26:17-30
March 17 – “Walk in Hope” – Matthew 28:1-10
March 24 – “Walk Wet” – Matthew 28:16-20

We will gather via Zoom; contact Pr. David
(dnevergall@holytrinityakron.org) for the login
information. Join us at 11 a.m. or at 6:30 p.m. We are
looking forward to walking with you during this holy
season! †
As the
pandemic
lingers, we
gather for midweek worship
online during
the season of
Lent. Join us at 8 p.m. each Wednesday for Compline
… a brief service of prayer at the close of the day.
You’ll find these services available on our website,
our YouTube channel, and on Facebook Live. †
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The Season of Lent
Sunday LIFT (Living In Faith Together)
11 a.m. via Zoom
Contact Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation
for Zoom meeting instructions
rnunez@holytrinityakron.org | call/text (330) 634-6597
Lent at Home in Community is an intergenerational resource of
six sessions using the Psalms from the six Sundays of Lent.
These Psalm passages are used for sessions titled Seeing,
Tasting, Hearing, Touching, Smelling, and Giving. It is written
for use at home. We will gather virtually to read the Psalm,
have conversation, do an activity that responds to the passage,
pray together, and have a blessing for the week ahead.
God is the Creator of our senses – sight, taste, sound, touch,
smell, and service. We will wonder together and give thanks
together for God’s grace in this season of Lent as we ready our
hearts to remember Christ’s sacrifice and anticipate the
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. We will explore ways in
which we can deepen our relationship with God, each other,
and the greater community to be the hands and feet of Jesus in
the world. †

•
•
•
•

March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

Hearing (Psalm 19: 1-4)
Touching (Psalm 107: 1-3)
Smelling (Psalm 51: 1-2)
Giving (Psalm 31: 14-16)

HIGHLIGHTS

Bedtime Story & Prayer
SUNDAY EVENING @ 7 p.m.

Weekly Check-in
during COVID-19

Join Miss Rachel on Facebook LIVE as
we read Bible Stories from the Whirl Story
Bible. We will also pray together and
receive a blessing before we all head off
to bed for a good night of sleep. †

Fridays @ 9 a.m. via Zoom
We gather via Zoom for a time of
sharing, scripture reading, talking,
prayer, and blessing.
Email Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith
Formation, for a copy of the text and
Zoom access instructions at
rnunez@holytrintyakron.org
or call/text (330) 634-6597. †

March 7th

God’s Rules
(Exodus 20: 1-17)

March 14th

Snakes in the Wilderness
(Numbers 21: 4-9)

March 21st

From Death to Life (John 12: 20-33)

March 28

Hosanna! (Mark 11: 1-11)

th

Saturday,
March 20
@ 10 a.m.
via Zoom
Holy Trinity Book Club
Sunday, March 14
@ 1 p.m. via Zoom
The Holy Trinity Book Club continues
in 2021! All meetings are the second
Sunday of the month at 1 p.m.
Contact Amy Indorf or Diane
Chambers if you would like to be
added to the group. For Zoom access,
please email Rachel Núñez at
rnunez@holytrinityakron.org. †

This month’s book discussion ...

The Water Dancer
by Ta-Nehisi Coates

HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG

Contact Rachel Nuñez,
Director of Faith
Formation for meeting
instructions,
rnunez@holytrintyakron.org
call/text (330) 634-6597
The Bible features numerous encounters with angels who show up on an array of
missions, from wielding a sword (Genesis 3:24), to rescuing a child (Genesis 22:1112), to a mass choir singing, “Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14).
Angels are not a major focus of Holy Scripture, nor are they ever mentioned in our
Christian creeds. Yet they show up frequently and at pivotal moments in both Old
and New Testaments. Church Reformer Martin Luther is quoted as saying, “If you
picture the Bible to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have shaken
every one of these branches because I wanted to know what it was and what it
meant.”
During Winter 2021, the Rev. Christa von Zychlin presents the four-part study
“Journeys with angels” in which we will shake those biblical branches, watch for
angels and listen for God’s calls to action.
On March 20th we will continue with part three of this study from Gather – March
2021, Loneliness, abandonment and holy comfort. †
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New Custom-Built Carts for DLM!
Check it out … DLM has two brand new, custom-built, HUGE carts on
wheels! They are given in honor of Norm and Sally Richenbacher by
their children, Wayne, Keith and Beth, for their love of Jesus Christ and of
Holy Trinity. They are the perfect size to more easily move the 100+ food
boxes and personal care kits that are prepared twice each month! A big thanks
goes to Bruce Mansour and Gary Radanof for building these carts.

ABOVE: Darlene Weaver from Faith Lutheran
Church helps fill non-perishable food boxes.
BELOW: U.S Army SPC Vepes (l) and U.S
Air Force SPC Zackery stand outside their delivery
truck filled with food donations.

Volunteers Make It Happen … Times Two!
Twice each month, volunteers are needed to assemble boxes and label them for
delivery. They are then separated and categorized based on the size of the
families (i.e. 1-2 members, 3-5 members and 6+ members). Next comes the
unloading, unpacking and sorting
of more than 5,000 pounds of food
… canned, dry and boxed goods,
paper products, dairy, meat and
fresh produce. Next comes
packing everything into the
assembled boxes (adding extra
items as needed), preparing them
for delivery, and loading them into
vehicles. Lastly, is the personal
delivery to families’ homes.
Many hands go into making this
ministry run smoothly. And more
hands—volunteers—are always
needed! If you would like to get
involved, please contact DLM
coordinator Darlene Katz at
danderson@holytrinityakron.org. †
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Mitchell from Hudson High School.

HIGHLIGHTS

DLM by the
Numbers
Throughout the COVID19 pandemic, DLM Food
& Resources has
continued to operate and
provide food boxes,
personal care items along
with cleaning supplies,
and laundry items to those
families involved with
Project RISE and others
who are in need. Clothing
is given to those who
inquire.
In February, DLM served

the following ...

We Love Our Volunteers!
188 Families

Thanks to Hudson High School students: Megan (l) , Juliet and Chris
pictured above and Kaylee (l) and Maddie pictured below.

723 Individuals

354 Children

HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG
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To-Go Meals for Robinson CLC Families
Since the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, Holy Trinity has partnered
with the Robinson Family Resource Center (FRC) to prepare and distribute togo meals to Robinson CLC students and their families. The number of meals
served each month has increased … for January nearly 100 meals were
distributed. That tells you this outreach is helping to meet families’ needs.
The menus have varied each month, but meals typically include a meat and
vegetable and starch side dishes. And in December, Door Dash was used to
help deliver all the meals.
With students returning to the school building this month, our partnership
with Robinson CLC and the FRC will take on a greater role. If you would like
to get involved, please contact Sandy DeLuca at (330) 703-4870. †

Pictured are Holy Trinity members
helping FRC staff prepare to-go
meals in late January.
Clockwise from right:
RIGHT: Rachel Nunez serves up
slices of ham in to-go containers.
BOTTOM RIGHT: FRC staff
ShaQeria Hunter (l) and April
Porter pack up the meals.
BOTTOM LEFT: FRC staff
Autumn Reynolds helps with the
meals.
LEFT: Gregg Loesch and Rachel
Nunez organize bagged meals.
UPPER LEFT: Pastor Lor Breyley
wipes off one of the used carts.
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LEFT: Artistic
Director
Deacon Ruth
Anderson
introduces jazz
greats Guy Van
Duser and Billy
Novick before
their concert.

ABOVE: Billy Novick (left) and
Guy Van Duser perform for the
virtual Mardi Gras Concert.

It was another phenomenal virtual concert! The annual Mardi Gras event
also included a Happy Hour Q&A Gathering with the artists and outreach
sessions with students from both
Firestone and Robinson CLCs. †

RIGHT: Jazz artists delight listeners in a
Zoom Happy Hour gathering before their
February 16 Mardi Gras Concert.

LEFT: Guy Van Duser and Billy
Novick share, instruct and inspire
more than 75 students at Firestone
CLC on February 17.

Community Outreach at Firestone and Robinson CLCs
Responses from Firestone CLC students and Robinson CLC staff:
“The music gives me the happy chemicals.” – Giavanna F.
(After hearing an improvisation) “It was so great! It sounded like it was telling
a story.” Esther L.
“It’s always great to see how melody-only instruments are able to play engaging
solos. It’s cool to hear how your goal is to “accompany” yourself!” – Logan C.

Billy Novick (above) and Guy Van Duser (below) created
a video to answer questions submitted by Robinson CLC
students. We thank Leek Pipe Organ Company for
serving as the Outreach Underwriter for the 2020-2021
Arts Concert series.

“A true, true pleasure.” – Chad Pittman, Director of Choirs
“Thank you so, so much!! This is wonderful. The kids are going to love it.” –
Karen Pruitt, Robinson CLC teacher
“It was a total pleasure to be involved with you and Arts @ Holy Trinity. I'm glad we
got to meet with the kids today- they had such a wonderful energy. Hopefully we can
do this again and get to perform at the church and see the kids in person. Thanks so
much for including us in the concert series and for all of your flexibility and concern
for our safety and comfort level in regards to the pandemic.” - Billy Novick

HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG
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Concert Benefits Young
Organ Scholars
March Birthdays
‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members who
are celebrating birthdays this month!!

March 1 – Mackenzie Kubiak
March 1 – Anthony Lupo
March 2 – Lorin Sickafoose
March 3 – Tanya Rogers
March 4 – Howard Robison
March 7 – Arden Cheeseborough
March 8 – William Woodford
March 9 – Tommy Ranftl
March 10 – Lynn Kane
March 10 – Jennifer Seltzer
March 11 – Marsha Asente
March 14 – Wesley Andrews
March 15 – Sandra Hamilton
March 15 – Olivia Sharp
March 17 – Carolyn McCahan
March 17 – James Simpson
March 18 – Parker Andrews
March 18 – Natalie Giffels
March 18 – Taylor Harris (Minton)
March 19 – Pastor David Nevergall
March 19 – Zachary Spannbauer
March 21 – Elijah Forbes
March 21 – Marilyn Niskanen
March 22 – Alec Feeman
March 22 – Ben Mormino
March 24 – Ashley Keller
March 25 – Nan Riemenschneider
March 26 – Meleah Woodford
March 27 – Beth Pfahl
March 27 – Charlotte Stefanik
March 28 – Aiden Bennage
March 29 – Gretchen Birch
March 29 – Jennifer Dillard
March 29 – Rebecca Seroke
March 31 – John Stefanik

If you want to include your birthday in a future
issue of the Highlights, please contact
Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.
NOTE: This list only includes known birthdays.
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The Akron Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO)
strives to encourage young musicians to develop their skill and
love for the pipe organ, and to nurture their
ability to capably lead God's people in
worship. These bright young players
express great enthusiasm for their studies.
The Akron AGO offers scholarships
through an audition process. This year we
have more applicants than funds. Please
help us build our scholarship fund so that
we never have to turn away a qualified
applicant. Our goal is to raise $2,000.00
this quarter.
Join us for a live-streamed organ concert
by our two 2019-2020 organ scholarship
recipients - Daniel Colaner and Nik
Stackpole - on Sunday, March 7 at 3 p.m.
While this event is free, we encourage you
to make a donation toward our
scholarship fund in honor of these fine
young presenters. Donation details, along
with a copy of the program, may be found
at: https://akronago.org/. Thank you for
your support! †

Daniel Colaner

Nik Stackpole

Worship Stewards
Date

Readers

Livestream

March 7, 9:30 a.m.

Mike Ameling

Alex DeLuca

March 14, 9:30 a.m.

Deb Ickes

Bob Foutty

March 21, 9:30 a.m.

Frederick Cohen

Alex DeLuca

Ann Lawson

Ann Lawson

Palm Sunday
March 28, 9:30 a.m.
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