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How Do We Return? 

Pastor Becki Verbridge 

“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things they had heard and see, which were just as 

they had been told.” (Luke 2:20) 

 

The shepherds were privileged to be part of the first Christmas. They 

heard the angelic message proclaiming the birth of the Messiah and 

were evidently among the first to worship in Jesus’ presence. What 

joy must have filled their hearts! How excited they must have been! 

Eventually, however, they had to return to their fields. The coming of 

the Messiah did not change the fact that the sheep still needed 

tending! 

The most important take-away from the shepherds’ story is how they 

returned. They did not go back to their day in, day out 

responsibilities ruing the fact that the wondrous event was over. 

Instead, they returned “glorifying and praising God.” 

The beginning of the new year means that another celebration of 

Christmas is over for us, and we must return to our routines and 

responsibilities. The question is, how do we return? Is it with a lack of 

enthusiasm and sense of drudgery? Or are we able to return with 

renewed joy and vitality for having been reminded once again of 

God’s great love and gift? 

 

“Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

him.” (Colossians 3:17) † 

What Can I Give Him? Campaign Update 

As of January 3rd, we have received 26 estimate of giving cards totaling $129,000 towards 

HTLC’s 2023 operating budget. Appreciation is extended to those who are part of this 

number. If you haven’t yet returned your estimate of giving card, please be sure to do so 

as soon as possible. Our ministry of “Bringing Jesus to People Through Love and the 

Word of God” is completely dependent on your financial stewardship! 
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It is six months since Pastor David retired and Pastor Becki arrived as an 

interim Senior Pastor. I want to provide an update on where Holy Trinity 

is relative to the call process. 

Assistant to the Bishop Mitch Phillips met with the Church Council last 

Spring to explain the current ELCA procedure for a congregation to follow 

prior to being ready to call a new pastor. First is a period of several 

months with an interim pastor to provide separation from the routine of 

the previous pastor and to help a congregation accept that there are 

different styles of pastoral leadership which can be equally valid or 

effective. That is where we are now. 

Next is a period of discernment where the congregation looks at its current 

worship practices and outreach activities to see if and how they should be 

augmented or expanded in plans for the congregation’s ministries going 

forward with new pastoral leadership. Our Invite-Welcome-Connect 

Initiative workshop that was held in November certainly plays a part in 

that discernment. So does Council’s decision to engage a consultant to 

conduct a congregational survey and then work with the Cabinet, Council 

and Staff to help crystalize and formalize those plans in a written 

document that can be a framework for the Ministry Profile that the Call 

Committee will prepare. We expect that the work with our consultant will 

be completed by June of this year so that a Call Committee can be 

appointed and begin its work over the summer. I want to emphasize that 

an important element of the Discernment period is to determine the level 

of financial and participatory support of the congregation in the ministries 

of Holy Trinity. That can have a major impact upon the level of interest in 

our Senior Pastor position and the quality of candidates who will be 

attracted to a call to Holy Trinity. Please prayerfully consider your 

response to Pastor Becki’s Stewardship letter that you recently received. 

Once the Ministry Profile is complete, the process of searching out and 

interviewing pastoral candidates can begin. Please pray for all those 

involved in this process as we move forward together. We will keep you 

apprised of progress as the level of activity increases in 2023. † 

           ~ John Guran, 2022 Council President 

Senior Pastor Call 
Process Update 

One of the responsibilities of the 

Altar Guild is to arrange for the 

Altar flowers every Sunday, fill 

the Chancel with palms on Palm 

Sunday, lilies on Easter and 

Poinsettias on Christmas.   

The "Flower Fund,” which helps to 

provide the flowers, is dependent 

on contributions from the 

Congregation.  This fund also 

provides the wafers and wine for 

Communion.  No monies are 

allocated from the Church budget 

for these purchases.   

Over the past few years due to 

COVID pandemic and other 

circumstances, contributions have 

dropped substantially and the 

"Flower Fund" has been 

exhausted. 

In this new year, flowers will be 

provided according to 

contributions.  A new Flower 

Chart covering 2023 is in the 

Lobby.  The cost is noted on the 

chart.  Please take a minute to pick 

a date.  You will be contacted for 

your dedication to be published in 

the bulletin.   

The Altar Guild gives thanks for 

your generosity to glorify our 

Lord. 

If you have any questions, please 

contact Debbie Ickes at (678)  

353-7444. † 
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Holy Trinity announces its  

Second Guran Organ Scholar 
 

We are pleased to announce the second recipient of the Linda S. Lease Guran Organ 

Scholarship: William Bowers.  Will is a second year student at the University of Akron, 

studying tuba performance and history. He also serves Holy Trinity's Choir as its bass 

section leader. 
 

"I am beyond thankful to receive this scholarship and begin learning to play the organ. It 

has always been a huge interest of mine. I even got to see the world's largest organ in 

Passau, Germany! The opportunity to make music and express my interest and love is a 

wonderful blessing." 
 

The Linda S. Lease Guran Organ Scholarship was created by the John Guran family in 

2012 to honor the life and ministry of Linda S. Lease Guran. 
 

Will's lessons will take place in several area churches while Holy Trinity's organ is under 

renovation. † 

Holy Trinity’s organ ‘lung’ restoration begins a 

new phase this month as we replace the blower 

motor with a refurbished one and re-leather wind 

chests. Worship will be led by the piano from 

January 15 until Palm Sunday (April 2), when we 

enthusiastically welcome its return to a strong 

leadership role. † 

To Participate via Zoom  
Beginning January 1, you can register on the 

church’s website, holytrinityakron.org.  Once 

registered, the Zoom access link will be sent to you 

along with a meeting reminder.  NOTE:  You must 

register on the church’s website to receive the Zoom link. 
 

If this is your first time using Zoom, you will need to 

download it to your computer or mobile device. 

 

IMPORTANT! 
If there are multiple people in your home planning 

to attend the Annual Meeting via Zoom, each person 

must register individually and be logged in 

separately for the meeting in order to cast a vote. † 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 22, 11 a.m. 

Sanctuary - In-Person Attendance 

Virtual - via Zoom Meeting 
 

 

The congregation will be vote on the 2023 budget and on 

any other business that is presented.  Voice, hand or ballot 

will be taken of those who attend in person.  Electronic vote 

will be taken of those who attend online.   

 
REMINDER:  In order to cast a 

vote, each person must register 

individually and be logged into 

Zoom on separate devices. †  
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Saturday, January 21 @ 9 a.m. in Room 202  
Breakfast will be served followed by our study. If you have any questions or 

need a copy of the study, call/text Rachel Núñez at (330) 634-6597. 
 

The Ten Commandments by the Rev. Christa von Zychlin 

Join Gather magazine and revive your soul in 2023 with a four-session study of the 10 

commandments. ELCA pastor and Bible study author Christa von Zychlin will help us 

see how these commandments are more than they may appear at first glance. For 

example, Martin Luther taught that the commandment, “Do not kill,” means not only 

refraining from murder, but actively promoting the health and life of others. Get ready to 

explore old and new interpretations of God’s laws, using Luther’s Small and Large 

Catechism and more! 
 

• January 2023 Session one: Dancing the Decalogue (Commandments 1 & 2)Psalm 19 

claims, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.” Joy and romance may not 

be the first images that come to mind when we think of the Ten Commandments. 

However, a close reading of the first several commandments opens us to a fresh 

encounter with the God of fierce, freeing love. † 

Saturday, January 14 

@ 9 a.m. 
Ira Trail Head/Beaver Marsh 

3801 Riverview Road, Peninsula 
 

We will gather at the entrance to the 

trail for a brief devotion and then hike 

this accessible trail together or at you 

may go at your own pace. After 30 

minutes, we rejoin each other for a 

prayer & blessing.  Please wear 

appropriate clothing and shoes for the 

weather.  If you have any questions, 

please call/text Rachel Núñez,  

Director of Faith Formation 

at (330) 634-6597. † 

12 Tiny Things: Simple Ways to Live a More Intentional Life  
by Heidi Barr & Ellie Roscher 
We will gather via Zoom for 45-50 minutes each Monday evening @ 7 p.m. 

January 16 – February 20.  Register by calling the Church at (330) 376-5154. 
 

In a culture that says bigger is better, it is subversive work to take tiny, lasting 

steps toward learning and growth. We will journey together through twelve 

essential areas of life inviting us to take one tiny action at a time to open up 

growth and renewal. 12 Tiny Things guides us in curating a spiritual practice that 

promotes a more reflective, rooted, and intentional life. † M
o
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Join us on Tuesday & Thursday 

mornings @ 9 a.m. for Scripture, 

Reflection, Prayer & Blessing!  

We look forward to seeing you  

on Facebook LIVE. † 

New Days & Time!! 
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Sunday, January 8  
 

following worship 

in the Scharf Library 

We are discussing ... 
 

Honor 
by Thrity Umrigar 

 

All are invited to join us for the 

discussion. Please contact Diane 

Chambers or Amy Indorf  

with any questions. † 

Weekly Check-In  
& Prayer  

Fridays @ 9 a.m. via Zoom 
 

We gather via Zoom for a time of 

sharing, scripture reading, talking, 

prayer, and blessing. 

Contact Rachel Núñez,  

Director of Faith Formation  

for meeting instructions, 

rnunez@holytrintyakron.org,  

call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

Coffee & Conversations Returns! 
Wednesday, January 18 & 25 @ 1 p.m. 
 

Join Pastor Becki & Rachel Núñez for an afternoon  

cup of coffee and casual conversation. 

Panera Bread, 2855 W. Market Street, Fairlawn 

We look forward to seeing you and getting to know each other better! † 

Connecting with God in the New Year 
 

Do you begin the day by checking email or social media sites on your phone, 

grumbling and grouching, or with a ritual first cup of coffee? What you do first 

thing in the morning sets the scene for the rest of the day. Create a ritual for 

centering yourself and connecting with God and family before the day gets rolling! 
 

Opening Prayer: 

Lord, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Help me to begin each 

day in a way that helps me to better love and serve You and my neighbors. Amen. 
 

Make a short list or write a brief paragraph discussing your morning routine. 

If you live with someone, share your list with them. If you live alone, spend time 

reflecting on the list. Some questions as a starting point: 

• How does my current routine help me start my day off right? 

• What about this routine is not helpful? 

• If I could change anything about my typical morning, what would I change? 
 

Read Lamentations 3: 23-25 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore 

I will hope in him.” 

 

Create a list of all the ways you might connect to God’s new mercies every morning. 

Some ideas to get you started: read a Bible verse (maybe on a smart phone app), 

listen to a song, pray a short prayer, say a phrase like “God is good all the time” or 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul,” turn on the light and thing: “Christ is the light of the 

world,” greet the people you live with or your friends with “Peace be with you.” 

 

Choose one morning ritual to try for a week. Make it the first 

thing you do each day. If you’re completing this activity with 

someone, keep each other accountable and check-in with each 

other to see how it is going.  

 

Closing Prayer: 

God of fresh starts, Your mercies are new every morning. Help me as I do my best to 

try to start my day by connecting to this reality and connecting to You. Amen. † 

mailto:rnunez@holytrintyakron.org


  

 

DLM by the 
Numbers 

 

Throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic, DLM Food & 

Resources has continued to 

operate and provide food 

boxes, personal care items 

along with cleaning supplies, 

and laundry items to those 

families involved with Project 

RISE and others who are in 

need.  Clothing is given to 

those who inquire. 

During the month of 

December,  DLM served  

the following ... 

204 Families 

302 Children 

604 Individuals 

PAGE 8 HIGHLIGHTS 

Christmas Fun for DLM Families! 

Santa, along with his elves, greet children 

and families at this holiday event. 
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Jolly ol’ St. Nicholas brought lots of Christmas cheer to 

more than 60 families who attended this annual holiday 

gathering.  Children, young and older, visited with 

Santa where they received gifts and stuffed animals.  

Families were able to get food, clothing and personal 

care items and receive special Christmas care packages.   

Thank you to Jacinto Núñez for serving as Santa and to 

folks from Faith Lutheran Church for serving as Santa’s 

elves.  We are grateful to everyone for their active 

support of DLM and this special Christmas event. † 

Clothing 
Donations 
 

DLM Food & Resources is 

currently accepting donations of 

men’s casual clothing ONLY (no 

business attire, please).   
 

DLM is currently NOT accepting 

women’s clothing. 
 

Please contact DLM Director 

Darlene Katz at (234) 334-4700 to 

make delivery arrangements.   
 

As always, we thank you for your 

continued support of DLM!! †  
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Pictured above:  Deacon Ruth Anderson directs the Trinity Choir 

and Bell Choir during Lessons & Carols. 

Pictured left:  Trinity Choir performs during the prelude. 

Pictured below:  The Trinity Bell Choir (in back) with Linda Kempke, 

organ; Joe Moxon, metallophone; Joy Moxon, glockenspiel; and Harriet 

Moxon, xylophone.  
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What a phenomenal way to kick-off the Advent season!  

Arts @ Holy Trinity presented Procession of Advent 

Lessons & Carols on December 2.  This annual holiday 

tradition brought together musicians from Holy Trinity 

and the Akron community to present Savior of the 

Nations, Come – an Advent/Christmas hymn festival 

arranged by Michael Burkhardt with readings from the 

pen of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  A combined total of 422 

people viewed the concert in person and online.  A 

festival reception with sweet and savory 

refreshments followed in the Fellowship 

Hall with live music. † 

 

Pictured above:  Procession of Advent Lessons & Carols concert.  

Pictured below:  Reception with live music by Guytano Parks. 



  

 

PAGE 12 HIGHLIGHTS 

Food Boxes for Robinson CLC 
For six years, Holy Trinity has packed and donated 20 food boxes each year to 

Robinson CLC to give to families in need.  Done in partnership with the Robinson 

Family Resource Center, these boxes help to ensure that children have food over the 

two-week winter break.  And, this year is no different!  Each box contained easy-to-

prepare meals, plenty of non-perishables, bread, paper products and a $20 gift card to 

Dave’s Supermarket.  Thank you to everyone who helped pack the food boxes in less 

than 60 minutes!  And a huge thank 

you to Bruce Mansour and Gary 

Radanof for delivering the food boxes. †  

 

Pictured top left:  Deb Ickes 

gathers food items to pack. 

Pictured top right:  Marshall 

Thomas and Ruth Anderson 

work together to collect food 

items. 

Pictured above left:  A food 

box filled with non-perishables. 

Pictured left:  Gloria 

Woodford uses a list to gather 

food items. 

Pictured right:  LJ Kimble 

packs food into a box. 
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Christmas Gathering for Women’s Bible Study 
Thank you to Velma Pomrenke for again hosting a wonderful Christmas gathering for Women’s Bible Study on 

December 17.  Everyone enjoyed a delicious meal following by their Advent devotional titled, "Good things come in 

small packages” from the November/December 2022 issue of Gather Magazine. † 

Pictured (from bottom left):  Amanda Archbold, LJ Kimble, Rachel Núñez, Connie Archbold, Pastor Becki Verbridge, Valerie 

Clark, Diane Chambers, Amy Indorf, two members of Faith Lutheran Church, Deacon Ruth Anderson, Velma Pomrenke, Linda 

Vowles and Molly Phelps. 

Hikers & 
Seekers 

 

Despite the weather, this 

faithful group gathered 

December 10 for the monthly 

Hike & Seek this time at the 

Seiberling Nature Realm.  

Everyone enjoyed this 

peaceful time being in God 

presence with nature, and they 

all stood quietly feeding the 

birds, too! † 

Pictured (from bottom left):  

Rachel Núñez, Amy Indorf, Joanne 

Aller, Diane Chambers, Don 

Parsisson and Rich Williams.   
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‘All Aboard!’ at Robinson CLC 
That’s right … ‘All Aboard the Polar Express!’  Holy Trinity helped to co-host this 

family fun event with the Robinson Family Resource Center on December 20 for 

nearly 100 students and families in attendance.  Nearly everything you’ve come to 

love from this beloved story was included … the Conductor (aka Gregg Loesch) 

greeted families, hot chocolate was served along with other delicious refreshments, 

Santa presented each child with a jingle bell tied with a red ribbon, and each family 

received a hard-bound copy of the 30th Anniversary edition of the Polar Express 

book along with a special 

bookmark.  In addition to all 

this, there were information 

tables, goodie bags for all the 

families, stuffed animals for the 

children and door prizes. † 

 

Pictured top (from 

left):  Jacquie Wert, 

Gregg Loesch, Lor 

Breyley, Don Parsisson, 

Amy Indorf and Rich 

Williams with the Polar 

Express books. 

Pictured above left:  

Don Parsisson and a 

United Way volunteer 

pass out the stuffed 

animals. 

Pictured left & right:  

Lor Breyley and Jacquie 

Wert serve the hot 

chocolate. 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO ... 

• John Hamilton for letting us borrow 

your Conductor’s uniform. 

• Ruth and John Stefanik for making 

all the bookmarks. 

• The members of Trinity Book Club 

and others for coming up with the 

idea to provide each family with a 

copy of the Polar Express book and 

for donating more than 50 copies. 

• The TTTs for tying the red ribbons 

onto to more than 100 jingle bells. † 

Pictured above:  Santa with Gregg Loesch as 

the Conductor. 

Pictured above middle:  Sandy DeLuca 

with Ricca Keith, Robinson Family Resource 

Center Coordinator. 

Pictured above:  Amy Indorf 

distributes copies of the Polar Express 

book to families. 

Pictured below:  Children gather to 

play musical chairs. 
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Advent & 
Delicious Soup 

Lunches 
 

Throughout Advent, groups of folks 

gathered each week for Advent Stories & 

Soup Lunch that included prayers, seasonal 

stories of faith, blessings, fellowship and 

conversation around the table and, of course, 

lunches of warm soup, bread and dessert. It 

was a time of learning and enjoying each 

other’s company. † 

Pictured at top (from left):   

Diane Chambers, Velma Pomrenke, and Linda 

Vowles. 

Pictured above left (from left):   

Pat McRowe, Gloria Woodford, Joanne Aller, 

Donna Carroll, Carol Mason, Deb Ickes, and 

Judy Coffman. 

Pictured at left (from left):   

Sylvia Leddon, Sylvia Hackbarth, Joan Derrig,  

LJ Kimble, Becky Adkins, and Deacon Ruth 

Anderson. 
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Pictured above:  All the candles were lit and 

everyone sang ‘Silent Night.’ 

Pictured right:  The Sanctuary is beautifully 

decorated with red and white poinsettia plants. 

Let Us Worship the Newborn King! 
Despite the frigid temperatures outside, families gathered inside for 

Christmas Eve worship complete with the nativity story, as told by 

Rachel Núñez (pictured above).  The Trinity Choir, Bell Choir and Deacon 

Ruth Anderson led everyone in singing our favorite hymns, including 

Silent Night to candlelight (pictured on the cover). † 
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January Birthdays 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members  

who are celebrating birthdays this month!!   

If you want to include your birthday in a future 
issue of the Highlights, please contact 
Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   

NOTE:  This list only includes known birthdays.   

Date Readers 
Assisting 

Ministers 

Sunday, January 1 

9:30 a.m. 
Rachel Nunez Rachel Núñez 

Sunday, January 8 

9:30 a.m. 
Marsha Asente Linda Vowles 

Sunday, January 15 

9:30 a.m. 
Gregg Loesch Mike Ameling 

Sunday, January 22 

9:30 a.m. 
Amy Indorf Rachel Núñez 

Sunday, January 29 

9:30 a.m. 
Frederica Cohen Frederica Cohen 

Worship Stewards 

Thank you to everyone who donated  

to Wayside Furniture’s After 

Thanksgiving Giving Event in support 

of DLM Food & Resources.   

A total of $610 was received and 

matched by Wayside giving a total 

contribution of $1,220.   

Seeking a 

German Speaker 

To further her learning  

of the German language, 

Deborah Marks is interested 

in connecting with an 

individual who is fluent  

in German.  Please contact 

Deborah for additional 

information or if you  

have questions, 

deborahmarks5@yahoo.com. 

January 1 – Ruth Stefanik 

January 3 – Diane Perrine 

January 4 – Joseph Hancock 

January 5 – Thomas Deighan 

January 5 – Ryan Williams 

January 6 – Kimberly Johnson 

January 6 – Brennan (BJ) Kane 

January 6 – Michael Ruhlin 

January 6 – Sarah Wachtman 

January 10 – James Feeman 

January 10 – Mia Nagle 

January 13 – Michael Izenour 

January 14 – Edward Flemm 

January 14 – Luke Nagle 

January 14 – Sarah Larson 

January 15 – Sonya Nagle 

January 15 – Dick Willet 

January 20 – Rich Williams 

January 22 – Carol Seiberling 

January 23 – Jim Niskanen 

January 28 – Diane Chambers 

January 28 – Madeline Isenhart 

January 29 – Gregg Loesch 

January 30 – Katherine Kleinert 

January 30 – Bonnie Palmer 

January 31 – Judy Coffman 

January 31 – Donald Perrine, Jr. 
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Holy Trinity Staff 
Interim Senior Pastor, Becki Verbridge 

Director of Faith Formation, Rachel Núñez 

Director of Music Ministries,  

Deacon Ruth Anderson 
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Financial Secretary,  Jim Minisall 

Communications Coordinator,  

Sandy DeLuca 

DLM Director, Darlene Katz 
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2023 Church Council 
President, John Guran 

Vice President, Rick Kimble 

Secretary, Valerie Clark 

Treasurer, Lesli Eisenhart 

Frederica Cohen 

Bob Hoskins 

Gary Radanof 

Linda Vowles 

Pastor Becki Verbridge 

2023 Cabinet 
Care & Fellowship - Rachel Núñez 

Faith Formation - Amanda Archbold 

Finance - Lesli Eisenhart 

Outreach & Social Concerns - Gregg Loesch 

Personnel - John Stefanik 

Property - Kevin Heckel 

Welcome—Bob Foutty 

Worship & Music—Frederica Cohen  

& Ron Nockengost 

Council Liaison - Rick Kimble 


