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HE IS RISEN! 
He is risen, indeed … Alleluia! 
Photo credit:  John Stefanik 
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Pastor David 

It’s been a long day of teaching and working the crowds. He tells the disciples to load 

up the boat and to get ready for a trip across the Galilean lake. And they all go aboard…

taking Jesus along “just as he was.” Nothing extraordinary in this: the experienced 

fishermen-disciples take up their stations at oar and sail; the exhausted rabbi rests his 

head on the pillow in the stern. He trusts his companions to do what they know how to 

do…steer their way safely across the waters to the country of the Gerasenes. (Check it 

out in Mark 4:35-41.) 

So why, in the midst of a storm, do these experienced boaters cry out to Jesus? Have 

they never worked through the suddenness and violence of a wind-swept Galilee? Of 

course, they have. Does their new-found relationship to Jesus expunge from them every 

bit of knowledge they brought along from their previous careers? No. I struggle to find 

an adequate explanation for their behavior…including their willingness to indict their 

Teacher on the grounds that he simply does not care for them simply because he has 

taken a much needed nap. What’s going on here? 

Maybe this: We often think about faith from only a human perspective…asking 

questions of ourselves and others about whether or not we have faith in Jesus or faith in 

God or faith in God’s plan for our lives. Sometimes we might even be so thoughtful as 

to wonder about whether or not we have the faith of Jesus…that daring, radical trust in 

God’s favor and power. 

But I wonder if this particular text isn’t also (maybe even mostly) about glimpsing 

God’s faith in us. These disciples, to whom Jesus has explained everything, are 

entrusted with their own roles to play in Christ’s announcement and enactment of the 

coming Kingdom of God. Jesus himself apparently trusts them enough to let them do 

what they already know how to do…safely drive the boat…so that he can do what he 

needs to do. Unfortunately, they seem unwilling or unable. 

Dear sisters and brothers: God has not created us without gifts and abilities. Holy 

Trinity is a community blessed with smart, faithful people and abundant resources. The 

reach of our ministry has actually grown over the last year…not in ways we expected, 

of course, but grown nonetheless. Yet sometimes we seem not to see that growth and 

those marvelous assets. Sometimes we hesitate to take up those gifts and abilities for the 

sake of the kingdom work entrusted to us. Why? Well…maybe we’re worn out after 

more than a year of pandemic illness, isolation, and uncertainty. Maybe we are afraid of 

doing the wrong thing, and we don’t want to get chastised for our mistakes. Maybe we 

just don’t want the responsibility that comes with being a mission team and not a club 

or a consumer product or a pretty building. Whatever the reason, our faith seems at 

times to fail us…just like those first disciples.  

But God does not fail us, and God’s faith in us and love for us does not waver. I believe 

that God continues to trust that we can do what we have been gifted and sent to do. 

Recognizing God’s faith in us is especially important at this moment in time. We are 

beginning (at last!) to emerge from the pandemic, and we do so into a world that has 

changed. All the new things we’ve learned…all the new folks we’ve met…all the 

changes we’ve needed to make are now a part of what some folks refer to as the new 

Faith In Us 
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There have been some changes made to the rear 

balcony in the Sanctuary.  It now serves the new 

broadcast control booth. Thank you to Bruce 

Mansour and Gary Radanof for converting the space 

into a usable, functional area that has made running 

the stream easier.  Those working in the control 

booth can now see what’s happening on the 

Sanctuary floor much easier.  A new digital sound 

mixer has been added to the control booth.  This 

piece of equipment runs the audio for the live stream 

and allows for additional microphones and 

instruments to be connected down on the floor and 

fed into the audio broadcast.  Two new microphones 

were also installed for the Choir stall area. † 

Renovated Space for Live Stream 

The new digital sound mixer. 

A better view of the Sanctuary floor. 

Bob Foutty prepares for the Sunday live stream. 

AT RIGHT  

(pictured from 

left):  Bob 

Foutty and Alex 

DeLuca run the 

Sunday live 

stream service 

on April 11. 

Become a member of the new Stream 

Team, part of Holy Trinity’s Media 

Ministry!  No prior video or live stream 

experience is required - all training will 

be provided.  Please contact Bob Foutty.  



  

 

                                           PAGE 5 HOLYTRINITYAKRON.ORG 

Les Délices is pleased to announce a new, free community 

program called LD Music Meditations, launching this week in 

conjunction with National Poetry Month. LD Music 

Meditations combines poetry and music to bring soul-soothing 

and life-affirming art into people’s day and can be accessed as a 

podcast (available on Apple, Google, or wherever you get your 

podcasts) and by telephone hotline at 216-859-5800.  

For their first series of meditations, Les Délices invited 

legendary broadcaster Leon Bibb to 

lend his voice to the project. Each 3-6 

minute episode in the series features 

classic or contemporary poetry by 

Northeast Ohio writers read by Bibb 

along with curated performances from 

Les Délices live-performance archives. 

Each episode concludes with prompts 

for mindfulness or guided listening. 

LD Artistic Director Debra Nagy explained the idea behind the 

project. “The past year of isolation, fear, stress, and loss have taken 

a serious emotional toll on virtually everyone. With Music 

Meditations, we wanted to create a safe space for respite or 

reflection and we wanted that art experience to be able to be freely 

and privately accessed with or without an internet connection.” 

Before the pandemic, Les Délices partnered with library branches, 

homeless shelters, and senior centers to bring their free programs 

into the community. But when live performances were forced to go 

on hiatus and many public spaces closed their doors, those with 

limited access to technology or high-speed internet were suddenly 

cut off from art experiences that moved online. Nagy continued, 

“Low or no-barrier art experiences are still tremendously 

important - perhaps now more than ever. We’ll be working to 

spread the word about Music Meditations through food banks, 

shelters, and other means in communities that are underserved, 

where our program may be most impactful but where access to 

devices or internet connectivity may be limited.” 

Les Délices hopes to work with a variety of community partners – 

both to distribute and spread the word about the program as well 

as to curate the poetry. Poetry for the first eight episodes was 

selected with help from Diane Kendig, whose decades of teaching 

and writing includes numerous publications and a passion for 

working with prison inmates and asylum seekers. Noting that 

Northeast Ohio is home to a tremendously talented community of 

writers, Nagy said, “As the project continues, it would be great to 

work with other writers, readers, and librarians.”   

“In fact,” added LD Executive Director Laura Wiegand, “the shifts 

in programming we have made this past year have opened new 

opportunities to collaborate across disciplines and strengthen our 

ties in Cleveland’s cultural community. We’re excited to continue 

this momentum with Meditations and other future projects.” †  

BIG NEWS  

FOR LES DELICES! 
Les Delices Founder and Artistic 

Director Debra Nagy has been 

nominated  

by the 

Association of 

Performing Arts 

Professionals 

(APAP) for the 

Award of Merit 

for Achievement 

in the Performing 

Arts for her 

visionary work 

this season with Les Délices 

through the Virtual Concert Series 

and SalonEra. 

Please join us in congratulating 

Debra!!!! (It's not every day you see 

LD's name listed alongside such 

industry luminaries as Yo-Yo Ma and 

Christian McBride!)  

The awards ceremony will be held 

virtually on May 6th. † 
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NO Bedtime Story & Prayer  

during the month of May.  Miss Rachel will be back in June! 

Mid-Week Class - Wednesday, 11 a.m. via Zoom 
Facilitated by Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation 

 

In Matthew's Gospel, the Sermon on the Mount inaugurates Jesus' public ministry,  

and the first word out of Jesus' mouth is 'blessed'. He repeats this word throughout  

his first sermon. Jesus calls his disciples by blessing them, and as he speaks, Jesus 

introduces himself to us but also introduces disciples to themselves, for the Beatitudes 

offer a character sketch of who disciples will become if they follow him. † 
 

May 5  Chapter 3: The Country of Mourning 

May 12  Chapter 4: Following with Tempered Strength 

May 19  Chapter 5: Follow Your Heart and Find the Heart of God 

May 26  Chapter 6: Mercy Made Real 

June 2  Chapter 7: Pure in Heart; Rich in Vision 

June 9  Chapter 8: Making Peace and Being Peace 

June 16  Chapter 9: Blessings in the Midst of Suffering 

Join us for Sunday LIFT! 
 

During the month of May, we continue to gather via Zoom @ 11 a.m.  

Facilitated by Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation 

rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or call/text (330) 634-6597 
 

Our Lessons this month will be taken from our Whirl Lectionary 

Curriculum for intergenerational ministry, www.wearesparkhouse.com. † 

 

May 2  Let Us Love One Another (1 John 4: 7-21) 

May 9  Abide In Love (John 15: 9-17) 

May 16  Chosen To Be a Witness (Acts 1: 15-17; 21-26) 

May 23  Filled With the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 1-21) 

May 30   No LIFT Meeting today  

mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
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Weekly Check-in 

during COVID-19  

Fridays @ 9 a.m. via Zoom 

We gather via Zoom for a time of 

sharing, scripture reading, talking, 

prayer, and blessing.   

Email Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith 

Formation, for a copy of the text and 

Zoom access instructions at 

rnunez@holytrintyakron.org  

or call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

Saturday,  
May 15  
@ 10 a.m.  
via Zoom 
 

Contact Rachel Nuñez,  

Director of Faith  

Formation for meeting  

instructions,  

rnunez@holytrintyakron.org  
call/text (330) 634-6597 

 
 

“The Journey of Generations” by Violet Cucciniello Little  

May 2021 Edition of Gather Magazine 
 

Criss Jami, a young philosopher, poet and founder of his own line of 

clothing, said, “We often hear about stepping outside ourselves, but rarely 

about stepping outside our generation.” 
 

In May 2021 devotional, “The journey of generations”, we will look at the 

shared blessings that intergenerational relationships might bring. There will 

be scripture passages to guide us, stories that might spark your own 

recollections, and questions for your reflection. 
 

May this devotional be your invitation not only to step outside your 

generation, but to bring the wonder of who you are to someone not 

matching you in years.† 

Holy Trinity Book Club 

Sunday, May 16  

@ 1 p.m. via Zoom 
 

The Holy Trinity Book Club continues 

in 2021!  All meetings are the second 

Sunday of the month at 1 p.m.  

Contact Amy Indorf or Diane 

Chambers if you would like to be 

added to the group. For Zoom access, 

please email Rachel Núñez at 

rnunez@holytrinityakron.org. † 

This month’s book discussion ...  

Ordinary Grace  
by William Kent Krueger  

Our Thursdays evening theological 

conversations continue throughout the month 

of May  We’ll explore essays and sermons in 

which Luther talks about living and dying as a 

Christian. Dates and topics include: 

• May 6 – Temporal Authority: The Extent 

to which It Must Be Obeyed 

• May 13 – To the Councilmen of All Cities 

in Germany that They Establish and 

Maintain Christian Schools 

• May 20 – Whether One May Flee from a 

Deadly Plague 

This is a Zoom gathering. We get underway at 

8 p.m. And you are indeed welcome to bring 

your own lager or other beverage of choice as we listen to what the great Reformer 

has to say to a modern audience. Invite your friends to join us; they are always 

welcome. We look forward to seeing you! † 

Join Us for The Luther & Lager Hour 

 

mailto:rnunez@holytrintyakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrintyakron.org


  

 

DLM by the 
Numbers 

 

Throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic, DLM Food 

& Resources has 

continued to operate and 

provide food boxes, 

personal care items along 

with cleaning supplies, 

and laundry items to those 

families involved with 

Project RISE and others 

who are in need.  Clothing 

is given to those who 

inquire. 

In April, DLM served  

the following ...  

160 Families 

305 Children 

616 Individuals 

PAGE 8 HIGHLIGHTS 

We Love Our Volunteers! 
BELOW:  Gave Shale.  RIGHT:  Colin 

Fitz.  All pictured on this page are from 

Hudson High School. 

LEFT:  Jack Divine.  ABOVE (l to r):  Natalie 

Brown, Marita Johnson and Emma Gatzulis. 
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Rachel Nunez is ready to deliver food boxes. Stefan Katz helps Ruth Anderson load her car. Food boxes are loaded into a vehicle. 

DLM Improves Technology to Help Streamline Process 

If you’ve ever volunteered for DLM, you know firsthand the many facets to this mammoth food pantry ministry.  Then 

you understand the need to add and improve technology in order to better streamline the entire process.  Thanks to 

Stefan Katz, the new DLM Operations Manager, a new computerized inventory system has made tracking food 

inventory much easier and more efficient.  Additionally, the creation of a new volunteer database is nearly complete, 

again thanks to Stefan.  This will help improve collecting volunteer data and information for reporting purposes. 

In addition to technology improvements, DLM has a new partnership with the Diaper Bank at Project MKC in 

Youngstown.  On a regular basis, DLM will receive diapers (requested sizes) to include in the personal care boxes for  

    families who are need of this item. † 

LEFT:  Stefan Katz 

and Megan 

Conkling from 

Hudson High 

School use the new 

computerized 

inventory tracking 

system. 

RIGHT:  Staff 

from Cornerstone 

Market in Munroe 

Falls unloads all 

the fresh produce 

for the food boxes. 
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For the second year, Holy Trinity held Palm Sunday, Holy Week 

and Easter Sunday worship services online.  Only those directly 

involved with worship attended in person, masked and physically 

distant, of course.   

We had to pivot again this year, making some changes and doing 

some new and different things.  We held a special drive-through 

event so families could pick-up palms for Palm Sunday and 

communion supplies for Holy Week.  And instead of washing feet, 

Pastor washed hands on Maundy Thursday … to name a few.   

In the end, we came together virtually to celebrate our risen Lord.  

And that is indeed a good thing! † 

The Paschal Candle is lit and everyone processes into the Sanctuary  

for the Easter Vigil service on April 3. 

TOP LEFT:  In lieu of foot 

washing, hand washing was done 

at the Maundy Thursday service 

on April 1. 

MIDDLE LEFT:  Pastor David 

stands at the altar and prepared 

to distribute the meal on Easter 

Sunday. 

BOTTOM LEFT:  Thank you to 

Deacon Ruth Anderson (at the 

piano) and Choir Section Leaders 

(from left):  Hannah Miller, 

Marshall Thomas, McKayla 

Ferguson and Drew Russell for 

continually singing throughout 

this pandemic and providing an 

uplifting musical experience to 

Sunday worship. 

Virtual Holy Week—Take Two! 
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Who’s Been on                ? 
Above is the Midweek Bible Study group from their  

Zoom gathering on April 14.  In case you’re not familiar with 

Zoom Meeting, it is a cloud-based video conferencing service 

you can use to virtually meet with others—by video or audio 

only or both—all while conducting live chats.  Sessions can be 

recorded to use at a later date or for archival purposes. † 

A beloved hymn on Holy Trinity's Favorite Hymn List is used 

as a processional on Easter Day. "Jesus Christ Is Risen Today," 

first appeared in German and Bohemian manuscripts of the 

14th century as a 5-stanza Easter carol. In 1749, The Complete 

Psalmodist only retained the first stanza and others were 

substituted making this virtual hymn recording. Charles 

Wesley had a hand in writing stanza 3. It is filled with joyous 

"Alleluias" (meaning "Praise the Lord"). 

Join in celebrating the seven weeks of Easter by listening to/

singing along with hundreds of musicians in this newly-created 

setting.  ALCM thanks the 1,784 vocalists and instrumentalists 

who participated in making this virtual hymn. † 

Copy and paste this link in your Internet browser … 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laZqLPmhNAc 

Permission is granted to use this virtual hymn recording at all times and in all places.  

All copyright restrictions are waived. Produced with deep gratitude to volunteer hymn 

setting arranger, Kevin J. Hildebrand. Made possible through the generous financial 

support of Mark and Kathy Helge. 

One of Holy Trinity’s Favorites! 

Below is the complete list of Easter Lily donors. 
 

The calla lilies near the high altar are given by Jan Parry 

to the Glory of God, in loving memory of her husband, 

George T. Parry, and parents, Dr. & Mrs. E. W. 

Burgner and Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Parry, also in honor of 

her Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren. 
 

The lilies which gladden our chancel on Easter morning 

were given… 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

Mr. & Mrs. A.L. Radanof; Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Yoder;  

Mr. & Mrs. Chester Radanof—Gary Radanof 
 

Loved ones—John & Ruth Stefanik 
 

Our parents—Dan & Carol Seiberling 
 

Larry Morton—Sophia Morton 
 

Loved ones—Fletcher & Donna Carroll 
 

Our parents—John & Sandy Hamilton 
 

Wade & Bertha Stitzlein, Jack & Laura Marie Siemon—

David A. Siemon 
 

Don & Rosanne Wight—Tim & Karen Snyder 
 

Departed members of the Knouse & Richenbacher 

families—Sally & Norn Richenbacher 
 

Loved ones—Alexa Sandmann 
 

Dearest mother – Betty Bertka—Bonnie Palmer 
 

Melissa Relyea (daughter); Robin Reilly (brother) - 

Molly Phelps 
 

IN HONOR OF 

Jill, Mike, Harrison & Anderson Lauf; Ali, Ryan, Reese 

& Aniston Prudoff—Gary Radanof 
 

Our children & grandchildren—John & Ruth Stefanik 
 

Loved ones—Alexa Sandmann 
 

All Holy Trinity’s music-makers—Ruth Anderson  
 

Our children & grandchildren— 

Dan & Carol Seiberling 
 

Our beautiful family—Pam & Craig Marko 
 

The Holy Trinity Lutheran Staff— 

Sally & Norm Richenbacher 
 

Augustus Hamilton—John & Sandy Hamilton 

 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

Anonymous Sally & Norm Richenbacher 

Easter Lilies 
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Family Meals 
Big Hit at 

Robinson CLC! 
 

 

Holy Trinity helped the staff from the 

Robinson Family Resource Center (FRC) 

prepare more than 30 family meal kits on 

April 22 that fed nearly 150 people.   

“We are so thankful and so appreciative of 

Holy Trinity’s ongoing support this past 

year in helping to provide these meals for 

the students and their families,” said 

ShaQeria Hunter, FRC Coordinator.   

The 2020-2021 school year is the fifth 

consecutive year that Holy Trinity has 

‘adopted’ and supported Robinson 

CLC. † 

Packing family meal kits are (from left):  Pastor Lor Breyley,  

Robinson teacher Karen Pruitt and Gregg Loesch. 

Family meals wait to be picked  

up by Door Dash for delivery  

to the families. 

Pizza was on the menu for the family meals 

prepared April 22 … and who doesn’t love 

pizza?!  Each family received one large, 

cheese pizza and families with seven or more 

household members received two.  In 

addition, families also received cups of 

applesauce, bags of salad along with paper 

products and cutlery sets. 

Two Opportunities  

to Serve in May 

Your assistance is needed in preparing 

and providing meals on the below listed 

dates.  If you are interested in serving, 

contact Sandy DeLuca. 

Thursday, May 13, times TBD 

Holy Trinity is providing and preparing 

a hot dog meal that includes chips, 

cookies and a water bottle. Need 4-5 

volunteers. 

Thursday, May 27, 3-5 p.m. 
FRC Resource Fair for Families 

Holy Trinity is helping to prepare family 

meals; menu TBD.  Need 4-5 volunteers. 

Environmental  

TIPS 
Household Hazardous Waste Site—The Household Hazardous Waste Site on Graham 

Road, Stow, near the Route 8 overpass, will open on June 3rd   until September 30th.  The 

hours will be Thursdays 2P.M.-7 P. M.   Check their site---SummitReworks.com for more 

information and questions about what they will accept. 
 

Lawn and Garden Fertilizers—Check Lawn and Garden products for Environmental 

safety.  We are the ‘Keepers of the Earth’.  Let us take our job seriously! 
 

Compost—If you haven’t given thought to composting in the past, perhaps this is the 

year.  Information about ‘How to” can be found on line at Compost.com and at your 

library.  Start small and you might find it very helpful for your garden. † 
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Holy Trinity members Ruth Anderson and Marshall Thomas 

received outdoor bags for our homeless neighbors.   
 

Not pictured: First United Methodist will receive monetary donations 

via USPS and online for their weekly free meals program. 

Enthusiastic volunteers from four urban Akron congregations 

welcomed dozens of contributions  on April 17 to help our neighbors 

in need. It's not too late to give! In-kind and monetary donations will 

be received through May 9. For details, visit artsholytrinity/joining 

Our sincere thanks to all who participated in this effort. † 

Donation 
Collection Day  

 

April 17 

Wesley Temple members (from left), Hobson Hamilton, Lula Pittman, and  

Veeda Edwards, gathered health kits for Haven of Rest clients.  

First Congregational 

members Sue Yoder (l)

and Ann Snyder collected 

toothbrushes and 

toothpaste for Feeding 

Hope Food Pantry. 

 

Open Door Church 

member Fran Sutter 

accepted bus passes and 

monetary donations for 

their neighbors. 
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May Birthdays 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members who  

are celebrating birthdays this month!!   

If you want to include your birthday in a future  
issue of the Highlights, please contact  
Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   

NOTE:  This list only includes known birthdays.   

Date Readers Livestream 

Sunday, May 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Marsha Asente Bob Foutty 

Sunday, May 9 

9:30 a.m. 
Gregg Loesch Bob Foutty 

Sunday, May 16 

9:30 a.m. 
John Stefanik Alex DeLuca 

Sunday, May 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Deb Ickes Alex DeLuca 

Sunday, May 30 

9:30 a.m. 
Diane Chambers Alex DeLuca 

Worship Stewards 

Faith In Us  … continued from page 3 

normal. And we need to be prepared to meet that new normal and to be 

church within that context. It’s hard work. 

But some things have not and will not change. We still have the good 

news of a Crucified and Risen Lord who 

demonstrates clearly that sin and death do 

not get the last word. We still rely on the 

unrelenting grace of God which reaches to 

us in the transformative love of God’s Holy 

Spirit. And we still offer a vital and 

purposeful way of being in the world to a 

world which searches desperately for such 

hope. 

Now is the time, dear friends, to grab hold 

of the oars…to take up the mission we have 

been given…to re-double our commitment to moving beyond the building 

and into the community by whatever means we have in order to invite, 

welcome, and connect our neighbors to Christ’s saving work. We are at a 

moment of preparation for the next great era of what it means to be 

church.  

Yes…the storm still rages. Yes…some days we will be afraid. But even 

stronger than the storms around us or the fear within us is the constancy 

of God’s love for us and God’s purpose for us to bear good news to the 

world. What a great time to be the Church! † 

May 1 – Joanne Aller 

May 2 – Hunter Bennage 

May 2 – Luke Butler 

May 2 – Frederica Cohen 

May 2 – Wayne Richenbacher 

May 6 – Rollin Godding 

May 8 – Adam Birch 

May 8 – Steven Haas 

May 9 – Lesli Eisenhart 

May 9 – Jim Ranftl 

May 10 – Richard Shoemaker 

May 11 – Joan Derrig 

May 11 – Jill Lauf 

May 12 – Sarah Gosorn 

May 14 – Margaret Derrig 

May 15 – David Stefanik 

May 16 – Alannah Woodford 

May 17 – Duane Aller 

May 17 – Richard Sebastian 

May 20 – Dean Keller 

May 21 – Sophia Morton 

May 22 – Ernest Darlak 

May 22 – Nathan Spice 

May 24 – Ruth Hervol 

May 24 – Amy Niskanen 

May 24 – Manny Nunez 

May 24 – Olivia Vowles 

May 25 – Frank Pfahl, II 

May 26 – Courtney Richenbacher 

May 27 – Emma Stefanik 

May 28 – Pat McRowe 

May 29 – John Guran 

May 29 – Susan Simpson 

May 29 – Meghan Stevens 

May 30 – Landis R. Coffman, Jr. 

May 30 – Carol Holm 

May 31 – Philip Spanninger 



  

 

M-T-W-H-F 

TUESDAY 

SUNDAY 

9:30 a.m.  
Facebook LIVE | YouTube | Website 

FRIDAY 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

SATURDAY 

Bedtime Story & Prayer 

WILL RESUME IN JUNE 
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Prayer Chain - Sally Richenbacher  
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