Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
November 27, 2022 - 9:30 a.m.

First Sunday in Advent
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul
and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming.
Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more
war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal
that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

Service of Word and Sacrament
The Evangelical Lutheran Worship book found in the pew rack contains hymns (numbers at the top of
each page) and liturgy (page numbers found at the bottom of the page near the front of the book).
In the bulletin: The asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
Boldface type indicates the congregation’s responses. At the sign of the cross (),
you are invited to make that same sign upon yourself in remembrance of your baptism.

 GATHERING 
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,
we open our hearts to you, O God.
Search us and know us.
Reveal all that we keep inside.
To you, O God, we confess our sins,
known and unknown.
Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.
Make us reflections of the radiant love
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
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J. S. Bach

*Greeting
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn No. 254

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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JEFFERSON

*Advent Candle Lighting
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light this candle, O God,
rouse us from sleep,
that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace,
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
We light the first candle.

*Response Hymn No. 257

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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VENI, EMMANUEL

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
God of glory,
we know that you are coming at an unexpected hour.
Come to us now, in spirit and truth.
Take us up into your presence,
and make us ready for your reign of peace;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

 WORD 
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples
shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the Jacob’s
God, who will teach us the ways of God, that we may walk in the paths of the LORD.” For out of
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4God shall judge
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
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O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 122
A cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it.
All sing verses and refrain as indicated.

1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”

2

Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.

3

Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;

4

to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. Refrain

5

For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.

6

Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.

7

Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.

8

For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.

9

Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” Refrain
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Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 24:29-44
The Holy Gospel according to the 24th Chapter of Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 30Then
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see 'the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven' with power and great
glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.32From the fig tree learn its lesson: as
soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So
also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.36But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
29

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayer for Understanding
O God, open our eyes to your presence this Advent season.
Speak again your word of life and help us
to listen, to believe, and to respond.

Amen.

Sermon

A Different Kind of Christmas Series
“It’s Not About Stress”
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Pastor Becki Verbridge

*Hymn of the Day No. 436

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

WACHET AUF

stanza 1-unison 2-harmony 3-unison

… continued on page 10 …
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*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*The Prayers
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s
presence.
A brief silence is kept.
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message
of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all
creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of storm and calm, of wind and wave, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. Inspire us
to faithfully tend and nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of justice and compassion, pour out your righteousness upon all peoples of the earth. Give
a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders at every level of human endeavor such that
dignity and peace would frame our common humanity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait, with those who struggle
amidst injury or illness. We pray for those on our prayer list, especially…(read names)
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of welcome and connection, open our eyes and our hearts to those awaiting an invitation to
the Good News in this season. Let our lives bear joyful witness to your hospitality and grace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life and love, we give you thanks for the saints who have journeyed with us and now
abide in you. Even in grief, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

12

 MEAL 

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
We share the peace of Christ with one another.

Offering Anthem

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

Robert A. Hobby

Trinity Choir
Lo! He comes with clouds descending, once for favored sinners slain; thousand thousand saints
attending swell the triumph of his train: Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign.
Every eye shall now behold him robed in glorious majesty; those who set at nought and sold
him, pierced and nailed him to the tree, deeply wailing, shall their true Messiah see.
Those dear tokens of his Passion still his dazzling body bears, cause of endless exultation to his
ransomed worshipers. With what rapture gaze we on those glorious scars.
Yea, amen, let all adore thee high on thine eternal throne; Savior, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom as thine own. Alleluia! Thou shalt reign and thou alone!
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*Offertory Hymn No. 294

In the Bleak Midwinter

stanza 1-harmony 2-harmony 3-unison
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CRANHAM

*Invitation
Christ comes to us in, with and under the bread and wine to nourish our faith.
The uncontainable presence, grace, love, forgiveness and
mercy of Christ come to us in this simple meal that spans all time and space.
All baptized children of God – regardless of denominational background –
are welcome and invited to share it with us.

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Sanctus

Sing in harmony.
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*Prayer at the Table
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
And bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen
Following the Lord’s Prayer, you may be seated.

God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good.
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Communion Hymn

Lamb of God
Sing in harmony.
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Hymn No. 438

My Lord, What a Morning
Sing in harmony.
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BURLEIGH

*The Communion
Those celebrating with us from your homes: please share the bread and wine or grape juice with one another using
these words: The Body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. An Amen or Thanks be to
God is spoken in response to these gifts.
Those celebrating with us in person: Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread and an individual
cup of wine or white grape juice from those serving. Please return to your seat by the side aisle.

 SENDING 

*Prayer after Communion
Most High God, you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

*Benediction
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
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*Sending Hymn No. 242

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

The choir sings stanza 1; all sing stanzas 2-4.
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REJOICE, REJOICE

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
We go to bring Jesus to people through love and the Word of God.

*Postlude

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Mark Sedio

+ + +
Your tithes and offerings are important to our ministry. On-line donation options are available at
holytrinityakron.org/donate or by contacting Financial Secretary Jim Minisall at jminisall@holytrinityakron.org. Or
simply mail your offerings to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 50 N. Prospect Street, Akron, Ohio 44304. Thank you for
your generous and regular support.
Our Love Offering this month will go to Lutheran Disaster Relief (LDR). In response to Hurricane Ian, Lutheran
Disaster Response is partnering with the Florida-Bahamas, Southeastern, North Carolina and South Carolina synods,
as well as Lutheran Services Carolinas, to provide both immediate and long-term support. Thank you for your
support!
Crowd Media Release Notice… Please be aware that by attending our gathering in person, you consent to your
voice, name, and/or likeness being used, without compensation, in photography and video for exploitation in any
and all media, whether now known or hereafter devised, for eternity, and you release Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
its successors, assigns and licensees from any liability whatsoever of any nature. By participating, you agree to be
subject to the foregoing.

+ + +
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This Week at Holy Trinity
Sunday, 11/27

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship
LIFT – Holy Trinity Goes to Breakfast at
Akron Family Restaurant

Monday, 11/28

8:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Morning Devotions – Facebook Live
Advent Devotional – via Zoom

Tuesday, 11/29

8:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Morning Devotions – Facebook Live
Derbytown Chorus – Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, 11/30

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Morning Devotions – Facebook Live
Advent Stories & Soup Lunch – Room 202

Thursday, 12/1

8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Morning Devotions – Facebook Live
Altar Guild – Room 202
Trinity Bell Choir – Sanctuary
Lessons & Carols dress rehearsal – Sanctuary

Friday, 12/2

9:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Faith Five Check-in – via Zoom
Procession of Advent Lessons & Carols –
Sanctuary (reception follows in Fellowship Hall)

Saturday, 12/3

9:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

DLM open – Fellowship Hall
Le Délices concert - Sanctuary

Sunday, 12/4

9:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Worship
Trinity Book Club – Scharf Library
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In Our Prayers…
Week of November 27: Christa & Klaus Lang (friends of Bob Hoskins), Rev. Gabriel
Baumgardner (brother of Tom Baumgardner), Shirley Jordan (member), Judy Eisenhart
(member), Susan Detwiler (member).
Week of November 20: Pastor Becki Verbridge, Richard DeBerry (member), Sandy Hamilton,
Tom Lawson (husband of Ann Lawson), Laura & Sue Jones (friends of Hannah Miller)
Week of November 13: Karen Isaiah, Larry Ivery, & Kris Dietrich (all friends of Frederica Cohen),
Don Parsisson (member), Sandra Plummer (member), Larry Saler (father of Amanda Archbold).

*Individuals added to our prayer concerns will remain on Holy Trinity’s printed list for four
weeks. The names of those making the request will be printed next to the name of the person being
prayed for. We kindly ask those making the request to keep our prayer list coordinators updated as
to the status of the person they are requesting prayer for. We would be glad to continue praying
for individuals (adding them for another four weeks) upon request. If you have updates or
additions to the prayer list, please contact Sally Richenbacher, Rachel Núñez, or Pastor Becki
Verbridge.
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…Ministry Team Leaders…
Ministry Team
Care & Fellowship
Faith Formation
Finance
Outreach & Social Concerns
Personnel
Property
Welcome
Worship

Team Leader(s)
Rachel Núñez
Amanda Archbold
Lesli Eisenhart
Gregg Loesch
John Stefanik
Kevin Heckel
Bob Foutty
Frederica Cohen
Ron Nockengost

Phone
(330) 634-6597
(330) 322-6554
(330) 696-7460
(330) 733-4081
(330) 666-3579
(330) 283-2866
(330) 268-2934
(330) 535-3037
(330) 388-2677

…Our Staff…
Interim Pastor
Becki Verbridge
bverbridge@holytrinityakron.org
Dir. of Faith Formation
Rachel Núñez
rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
Dir. of Music Ministries
Ruth Anderson
randerson@holytrinityakron.org
Financial Secretary
Jim Minisall
jminisall@holytrinityakron.org
DLM Director
Darlene Anderson-Katz danderson@holytrinityakron.org
DLM Operations Manager & Technology Production Coordinator
Stefan Katz
skatz@holytrinityakron.org
Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca
sdeluca@holytrinityakron.org
Parish Secretary
Annmarie Demko
ademko@holytrinityakron.org
Maintenance Coord.
Bruce Mansour
mansour@holytrinityakron.org
Sexton
Vince Simmons

…Activity Coordinators…
Activity
Acolyte Coordinator
Altar Guild
Archives
Communion Assistants
Council President
Meditation Memorial Garden
Parish Nurse Ministry
Prayer Chain
Readers
St. Bernard’s Hot Meals
Stewardship
Ushers
Warriors Journey Home
Women’s Bible Study

Coordinator

Phone

Please pray as we search for a new coordinator.
Deborah Ickes
678-353-7444
Ricki Ethington
330-644-4663
Deborah Ickes &
678-353-7444
Marcy Nagy
330-858-4995
John Guran
330-606-3915
Nan Riemenschneider
330-239-1086
Sally Richenbacher
330-650-1175
Sally Richenbacher
330-650-1175
Nancy Riemenschneider
330-239-1086
Please pray as we search for a new coordinator.
Tom Baumgardner
330-603-3691
Gregg Loesch
330-733-4081
Jack Harig
330-644-9862
Velma Pomrenke
330-864-6866

26

