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Advent Waiting 

Pastor Becki Verbridge 

Continued on page 19 ... 

When I was a child, the most difficult part of Christmas was simply waiting for it 

to come.  Days seemed like weeks.  Weeks felt like months.  Time seemed to stand 

still. 

Waiting has become strange to us.  It seems unnatural.  We demand instant 

gratification.   

The signs of our unwillingness to wait are all around us.  Fast food chains boom 

because we don’t have time to cook.  We would rather watch a movie than read the 

book.  We complain when it takes more than a few second to connect to the 

internet.  

Like most of you, I accept this no-wait approach to life, with the possible exception 

of instant potatoes, which, for the most part, I find intolerable.  Although we do not 

like to wait, waiting is very much a part of life.  We have to wait for an 

appointment with the doctor, a roast to cook, the mail to be delivered.  And, when 

we head out to do our Christmas shopping, we had certainly better be prepared to 

wait in traffic, for a parking place anywhere near the door of the store, and in the 

check-out line. 

There are also more serious things for which we have to wait.  Some of us wait for 

a loved one to return, for the results of a biopsy, for our next paycheck. A scared 

child waits for morning.  An expectant mother waits for delivery.  A worried 

spouse waits for word that her husband’s surgery was successful.  Sometimes 

waiting can be pure agony.  

Unfortunately, scripture suggests that God’s clock is wound in a different way.  

God’s perspective on time is different than ours.  We look at days.  God looks at 

centuries.  Waiting, not hurrying, seems to be one of God’s traits.  And, this waiting 

God tells us that we, too, must wait. 

This is where the Christmas story really begins.  It begins thousands of years before 

the birth of Christ.  It begins with people of faith waiting for God to send One who 

would bring light to the darkness, who would turn sorrow into joy.  In the 

meantime, however, people of faith must wait. 

The season of Advent is all about waiting.  It is an awkward season, because we 

would prefer to skip the preliminaries and get right to the nativity.  We would 

prefer to hear the words:  “And there were shepherds, living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them….” More than the “…Voice of 

one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 

him.  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  The 

crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all humanity 

will see God’s salvation.’” But the message of Advent is that we do not have 

permission to rush to the manger.  The message is that for now, we must wait. 

Even the hymns of Advent remind us of this:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus,” 

“People, Look East,” “All Earth Is Waiting,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,”  We  
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Every year, we say we’re going to cut back, simplify, and have a 

family Christmas that focuses on the real reason for the season—

Jesus. But every year, advertisements beckon, the children plead, 

and it seems easier just to indulge our wants and whims. 

Overspending, overeating, materialism, and busyness rob us of 

our peace and joy and rob Jesus of his rightful role as the center 

of our celebration. 

Pastor Becki will offer a four-week sermon series this Advent 

based on Mike Slaughter’s book, “A Different Kind of 

Christmas.” Join us on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., in-person or online, 

as we explore how we might have a different – and better – 

Christmas this year! 

• November 27th – “It’s Not About Stress” 

• December  4th –  “It’s Not About Perfection” 

• December 11th –  “It’s Not About Santa” 

• December 18th –  “It’s Not About Us”  

To watch the live stream, visit holytrinityakron.org or visit our 

Facebook page or YouTube channel.  We look forward to having 

you join us. † 

Worship With Us! 
 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service  

of Word & Sacrament 
Saturday, December 24 

7 p.m.  
 

Christmas Day  
Service of the Word 
Sunday, December 25, 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

Join us in person or online! † 

Advent Sermon Series 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
Order a Christmas poinsettia to help decorate Holy Trinity’s chancel 

this Christmas Eve!  Fill out the form below and place in the offering 

plate or mail it to the Church.  Make your check out to Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church and mark “poinsettia” on the memo line.  All orders 

must be placed by noon on Monday, December 19.  Thank you for 

this offering!  You may pickup your poinsettia immediately following 

the 9:30 a.m. service on Saturday, December 25.  The remaining 

poinsettias will be delivered by our Friendly Visitors to Trinity 

Members who are shut-in, hospitalized or recovering in their homes 

from a hospital stay.  For more information, please contact Debbie 

Ickes at (678) 353-7444. † 

 

Order Form 
 

I would like to order  

______ Christmas Poinsettias  

priced at $15 each.   
NOTE:  All poinsettias will be white. 

 
 

 

 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________________________ 

Envelope #____________________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed______________________________________________ 

Please check one of the following and print clearly.  I give my poinsettia(s): 

_____ in memory of _________________________________ 

_____ in honor of ___________________________________ 

_____ to the glory of God. 

Calling All Bakers! 

If you love to bake Christmas treats, 

cookies, and pastries, we have a great 

way for you to serve doing something 

you love … bake and donate your 

favorite sweet treats for the in-person 

reception that follows the Procession of 

Advent Lessons & Carols concert on 

Friday, December 2.   

If you wish to contribute, please deliver 

your items to Room 202 (labeled "for 

L&C") by Wednesday, November 30  

for packaging on the morning of 

December 1.   

And speaking of the reception, if you 

are available to help set up, clean up or 

serve beverages and monitor the 

various dessert stations, please contact 

Deacon Ruth Anderson at 

randerson@holytrinityakron.org.  

Thank you, in advance, for your time, 

talent and generosity! † 
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The congregation is encouraged to donate warm hats, scarves, and 

gloves and place them under the Hat & Scarf Christmas Tree in 

the lobby.  This is an annual event.  The items collected will go to 

our community partner Pastor Lisa Arledge and the Oasis Out-

reach Opportunity, where they will be distributed to the young 

adults they serve in the inner city neighborhood.  Thank you. † 

The Hat & Scarf Christmas 
Tree is Back! 

Benevolent Spending 
 

The Outreach & Social Concerns Ministry Team approved the 

following benevolent disbursements at it’s meeting held in 

October: 

• OPEN M - $3000 for general use and $2000 for Holiday Food 

Baskets 

• South Street Ministries - $2000 for program support 

• ELCA World Relief - $5000 for ministry work 

• Robinson Community Learning Center - $1000 for the new 

Polar Express themed event for families 

• Robinson Family Resource Center - $2000 for food boxes for 

students for over winter break 

• Summit County Children Services - $2000 for holiday gifts for 

children in foster care 

• Family Promise of Summit County - $1000 for program 

support 

• St. Bernard’s Hot Meals Program - $1000 for program support 

• Oasis Youth Program - $1000 for program support 

What a blessing it is to be able to help so many organizations! † 

Organ 
Refurbishment 

Update 
 

Last month Leek Pipe Organ company 

removed 44 pedal pipes (the 16' subbass 

and the 8' bourdon) in order to re-leather 

their stoppers and give them a good 

cleaning. This is part of an extensive 

project to replace aging leathers 

throughout the instrument, including the 

wind system. † 
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Saturday, December 17 @ 9 a.m. 
Hosted by Velma Pomrenke  

Rockynol Retirement Community, 1148 W. Market St., Akron 
 

Join us for breakfast & Advent devotional titled, "Good things 

come in small packages” from the Gather Magazine  

November/December 2022 edition. 
 

If you have any questions call/text Rachel Núñez  

at (330) 634-6597. † 

Sunday LIFT  

(Living In Faith Together)  
 

Join us following worship … 
 

Sunday, December 18 

Snack & Pack Event 
Chapel Lounge & Room 202 

Snack on Christmas cookies in Chapel 

Lounge and come help pack food boxes  

for the Robinson Family Resource Center  

in Room 202!  See page 11 for details. 

 

NOTE:  There are no Sunday LIFT activities 

December 4 & 11.  Join us in the Chapel 

Lounge for coffee and fellowship.   

There is no Sunday LIFT activity or coffee  

and fellowship on Sunday, December 25. † 

Saturday, December 10 @ 9 a.m. 
F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm, 1828 Smith Road, Akron 

 

An Advent/Christmas themed devotion & prayer followed  

by a hike (wear warm clothes and boots) followed by blessing!  

We will meet in the parking lot. † 
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Sunday, December 4  
 

following the Congregational 

Meeting in the Scharf Library 

We are discussing ... 
 

Black Cake 
by Charmaine Wilkerson 

 

All are invited to join us for the 

discussion. Please contact Diane 

Chambers or Amy Indorf  

with any questions. † 

Weekly Check-In  
& Prayer  

Fridays @ 9 a.m. via Zoom 
 

We gather via Zoom for a time of 

sharing, scripture reading, talking, 

prayer, and blessing. 

Contact Rachel Núñez,  

Director of Faith Formation  

for meeting instructions, 

rnunez@holytrintyakron.org,  

call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

The Season of Advent  
 

Monday evenings @ 7 p.m. via Zoom 

The Dawn Chorus: An Advent Devotional on the Wonders of Birds 

In the wee hours of the morning, before the sun appears over the horizon, 

Songbirds begin a great symphony that scientists call the “dawn chorus.” 

Birds can sing at any time of day, of course, but in that deep blue space 

between darkness and light, their songs are louder, livelier, and 

passionately clear.  Advent is the church’s dawn chorus. It starts in the 

silence, in the shadows, and looks to the light.  
 

Each week, we gather together to listen and learn, proclaiming that in the 

end, the night will give way to the day; winter will give way to spring; 

despair to hope, war to peace, grief to joy, violence to love – and God will 

come again, like the morning star in the east! 
 

• November 28 – HOPE (Romans 13: 11-12) 

• December 05 – PEACE (Isaiah 11: 6-9) 

• December 12 – JOY (Isaiah 35: 1-2) 

• December 19 – LOVE (Matthew 1: 18-21) 
 

• Because we are meeting via Zoom, this is a wonderful opportunity to 

invite friends and family members that do not live locally or that are 

not current members of Holy Trinity to join us! Simply share their 

email address with Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation, 

rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or forward the Zoom link to them 

personally.  

 
Wednesdays @ 11 a.m. in Room 202 

Advent Stories & Soup Lunch – we 

gather for prayer, seasonal stories of 

faith, blessing, conversation around  

the table and a warm soup lunch. 

November 30, December 7, 14, & 21. † 

 

mailto:rnunez@holytrintyakron.org
mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org


  

 

DLM by the 
Numbers 

 

Throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic, DLM Food & 

Resources has continued to 

operate and provide food 

boxes, personal care items 

along with cleaning supplies, 

and laundry items to those 

families involved with Project 

RISE and others who are in 

need.  Clothing is given to 

those who inquire. 

During the months of 

September, October and 

November, DLM served  

the following ... 

614 Families 

922 Children 

1,908 Individuals 

PAGE 10 HIGHLIGHTS 

Pictured top left:  ‘Thumbs up for DLM’ from 

these boys.  Pictured above:  This father and 

daughter enjoyed a meal at the in-person 

shopping event.  Pictured left:  Gregg Loesch 

prepares to load a Thanksgiving food box into  

a vehicle. 

Thank you to our amazing volunteers!! 
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Epiphany  
Friday, January 6 

Known as Epiphany, or the 12th Day of 

Christmas, it commemorates how a 

star led the Magi, or the three kings or 

wise men, to the baby Jesus.  

Devotions for Advent  
& Christmas 2022-2023 

 

Prophets and Promises continues the Christian tradition of setting 

aside time to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth and to 

anticipate his return. The Advent season of preparation then 

unfolds in the joy of the twelve days of Christmas and the day 

of Epiphany. You will find 

daily devotions here for the 

first Sunday of Advent 

(November 27, 2022) through 

Epiphany (January 6, 2023). 

Each devotion features a 

scripture reading, 

accompanied by a photo, a 

quote to ponder, a reflection, 

and a prayer.  
 

Pick up a copy of the 2022-

2023 edition at the church or 

request a copy be sent to you, 

(330) 376-5154. † 

Pack  

Snack  

It’s a time of fellowship … it’s a time of service.  Join us to do 

both! Gather with us in the Chapel Lounge following worship 

to snack on delicious Christmas cookies for our fellowship 

time, then onto Room 202 to pack food boxes for the Robinson 

Family Resource Center as our service project.    

This marks our sixth year of providing food boxes to Robinson 

to give to identified students and their families for over winter 

break.  The boxes contain paper products, canned goods, pasta, 

bread, cereal, and other easy-to-prepare food items.  A $20 gift 

card to Dave’s Supermarket is also included in each box.  The 

funding for this project was approved by the Outreach & Social 

Concerns Ministry Team. † 

Free Laundry Day  
Monday, January 16 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

It’s our annual day of serving the 

Robinson CLC neighborhood!  Join us 

at Holland’s Laundromat as we pay to 

wash and dry people’s clothing, 

fellowship with our neighbors, and 

show God’s love.  Sign-up sheet 

coming soon to the Welcome Center. 

 

Annual Congregation 

Meeting 

Sunday, January 22 

Following worship in the 

Sanctuary 

Join us in person and online via Zoom 

for the annual meeting where members 

will vote on the 2023 budget and other 

issues that are presented.  Advance 

registration information coming soon 

for those who wish to attend online. † 
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Altar Guild on Decorating Duty 
On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, the members of Altar 

Guild were busy decorating the Sanctuary for the season of 

Advent.  This included fluffing and hanging the garland and 

wreaths, affixing the bows, and making it look as festive as 

possible. †   

Pictured below right:  Donna Carroll poses with an Advent wreath. 

Pictured below left:  Sophia Morton watches Judy Coffman fluff the garland. 

Pictured left (from clockwise):  Judy Coffman, Sophia Morton, Carolyn 

Mason, JoAnn Aller and Deborah Ickes. 

Confirmands Affirm their Baptisms 

Three confirmands affirmed their baptisms on All Saints 

Sunday, November 6.  Congratulations to (pictured from left):  

Logan Hunter, Maddie Mormino, and Steven Mitchhart  

… all pictured with Pastor Becki. † 

New Member Hannah Miller 

We welcomed new member Hannah Miller on All 

Saints Sunday.  Hannah is the Soprano section 

leader in the Trinity Choir and is married to Matt 

and the mother of Judith Roes.  † 

Pictured above (from left):  Deacon Ruth Anderson, 

Hannah Miller and Connie Archbold. 
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Halloween Spooktacular at Robinson CLC 

Holy Trinity members dressed in 

costume and handed out candy bags 

at the Halloween Spooktacular event 

at Robinson CLC on October 27. †  

Pictured above (from left):  Rick 

Kimble, Sandy DeLuca, LJ Kimble and 

Lor Breyley.  Pictured bottom left:  LJ 

Kimble hands out candy bags. 

 

Serving During Worship 

Thanks to everyone who serves to 

bring such a wonderful worship 

experience to those who attend in 

person or watch online. † 

Pictured above:  Joe Moxon plays the 

conga drums on November 13.   

Pictured below:  Rachel Núñez leads 

worship on November 13.  
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Read to Me Day a Great Success! 
It was another great event of reading stories to the children at Robinson CLC.  

United Way of Summit & Medina hosted its second Read to Me Day on 

November 3.  Holy Trinity had a total of eight members read to the students.  

Thank you to Linda Vowles, Diane Chambers, John and Ruth Stefanik, Alexa 

Sandmann, Sylvia Leddon, Pam Marko and Amy Indorf. † 

Pictured above:  Holy Trinity 

readers along with others from the 

community for the second Read to Me 

Day at Robinson CLC. 

Pictured above:  Linda Vowles.  

Pictured right:  Diane Chambers. 
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John Stefanik 

Pam Marko Ruth Stefanik Amy Indorf 

Alexa Sandmann Sylvia Leddon 

Importance of Read to Me Day 

Reading aloud to children stimulates language and cognitive 

skills and builds motivation, curiosity, and memory.  Research 

shows that learning begins long before a child enters kindergarten 

and even infants soak up words, rhymes, songs and images. † 

• 61% of low-income children have no children’s books 

at home. 

• Disadvantaged children hear as many as 30 million 

fewer words than their more affluent peers. 

• By age 2 disadvantaged children are already behind 

their peers in listening, counting, and other skills 

essential to literacy. 
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November 11-13 was Invite Welcome Connect weekend where we 

welcomed founder Mary Foster Parmer for learning, fellowship and 

worship.  Friday evening was the welcome reception at the O’Neil House 

with Council and Cabinet members as well as staff.  This was followed by 

dinner at Beau’s on the River in Cuyahoga Falls.  Saturday was a full day of 

interactive learning about Invite Welcome Connect for Holy Trinity leaders 

and staff along with members who joined us from Faith Lutheran and St. 

Mark Lutheran Church.  Lots of great ideas were generated on how we can 

be more inviting and welcoming to newcomers and how to connect them 

where they can use their gifts and talents to serve God.  Sunday featured 

Mary as our guest preacher where she encouraged us to step out of our 

comfort zone and to discern our own giftedness and use it for God. † 

Pictured right 

(from right): Lesli 

Eisenhart, Mary 

Foster Parmer, 

Valerie Clark, Rachel 

Núñez, John 

Stefanik, John Guran 

and Bob Keener at 

Beau’s. 

Pictured below:   

Holy Trinity leaders 

speak with Mary 

during the welcome 

reception. 

Pictured above:  Mary Foster Parmer 

preaching from the pulpit.   

Pictured below:  Gary Radanof speaks with 

Mary during fellowship time after worship. 
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Enjoying lunch are (from left):  Marshall Thomas, Frederica Cohen and Lorin Sickafoose. 

Pictured above (from left):  Mimi Porter from St. Mark Lutheran, Valerie Clark, 

Diane Chambers, Rachel Nunez and Stefan Katz.  Pictured below (from left):   

Mary Foster Parmer, Gary Radanof, Mike Ameling and Bob Keener. 

John Guran 

Invite Welcome Connect is a 

transformational ministry that 

equips and empowers clergy and 

lay leaders to cultivate intentional 

practices of evangelism, 

hospitality and belonging.  During 

the Saturday training, Mary Foster 

Parmer shared practical steps to 

assess our faith community and to 

begin implementation.  Holy 

Trinity’s Council approved the 

Invite Welcome Connect 

implementation, so watch for 

more information to come.  † 
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Pictured above (from left):  Frederica Cohen, 

Sandy DeLuca, and Lorin Sickafoose.   

Pictured top right (from left):  Jack Harig 

with members of Faith Lutheran Church. 

Pictured bottom left:  Wall of Invite ideas. 

Pictured above (from left):  Gregg  

Loesch, John Stefanik, Sonya Nagle and 

Linda Vowles. 

Pictured right and bottom:  Members 

from St. Mark Lutheran Church, 

Tallmadge. 
 



  

 

December Birthdays 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members  

who are celebrating birthdays this month!!   

If you want to include your birthday in a future 
issue of the Highlights, please contact 
Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   

Date Readers Live Stream 

Sunday, December 4 

9:30 a.m. 
Mike Ameling 

Lorin Sickafoose 

Stefan Katz 

Sunday, December 11 

9:30 a.m. 
Frederica Cohen 

Alex DeLuca 

Stefan Katz 

Sunday, December 18 

9:30 a.m. 
Chris Hinman Stefan Katz 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Saturday, December 24 

7 p.m. 

Jacquie Wert Stefan Katz 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Sunday, December 25 

9:30 a.m. 

Tom Baumgardner Stefan Katz 

Worship Stewards 
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Advent Waiting … continued from page 3 

long with anticipation.  The day of fulfillment will come.  That is a promise.  But 

for now, we must wait. 

There is a story about a woman who wanted peace in the world, peace in her 

family, and peace in her heart.  Unfortunately everything was falling apart around 

her.  One day she walked into a store and thought she recognized the cashier.  

“Excuse me,” she said, “Are you Jesus?”  “I am,” he said.  “You look exactly like 

you do in all the pictures I’ve seen of you,” she replied.  “Do you work here?” she 

asked.  “I actually own the store,” Jesus said.  “What do you sell here?” she asked.  

“Just about everything,” he replied.  “Feel free to wander around, make a list of 

what you want, then come back and I’ll see what I can do for you.”  

The woman did just that.  She found an aisle completely devoted to peace:  peace 

on earth, peace in families, peace in hearts.”  She returned with her list.  Jesus 

looked it over, smiled, and said, “No problem.”  He walked away for a moment 

and returned with several small packets.  “What are these?” the woman asked.  

“Seeds,” Jesus answered.  “You mean I don’t actually walk out of here with peace 

on earth, peace in families, peace in my heart?” “No” he said.  “This is a place of 

dreams.  You come and see what it looks like and I give you the seeds.  You go 

home and plant the seeds.  You water them, nurture them, and help them grow.  

Someday someone else will reap the benefits.”  “Oh,” she said, looking at him with 

a blank stare.  And with that she walked out of the store without buying anything. 

How will you wait for the birth of the Christ child this Advent season.  Will it be 

with a blank stare or with anticipation, wanting to do everything you can to 

prepare?  For now we must wait.  But how we wait makes all the difference. † 

     ~ Blessings!, 

           Pastor Becki 

December 1 – Kurt Seiberling 

December 2 – Justin Bader 

December 3 – Tina Laybourne 

December 4 – Joan Amon 

December 4 – Nancy Chancey 

December 5 – Thomas Bouton 

December 8 – Julie Sanders 

December 9 – Dennis Dick 

December 9 – Logan Seiberling 

December 12 – Kenneth Burkins 

December 12 – Gregory Mitchhart 

December 14 – Valerie Clark 

December 16 – Gilliam Godding 

December 16 – Ella Izenour 

December 16 – Samantha Lupo 

December 18 – Deborah Ickes 

December 18 – Andrew Snowball 

December 19 – Paul Anacki 

December 19 – Carole Bader 

December 19 – Bob Nagle 

December 21 – Jennifer Bennage 

December 21 – Alex DeLuca 

December 21 – Ryan Giffels 

December 22 – Natalie Spencer 

December 24 – Lor Breyley 

December 25 – Jacob Isenhart 

December 25 – LJ Kimble 

December 26 – Jordyn Rogers 

December 27 – Jacob Padget 

December 28 – Matthew Vowles 

December 29 – Jim Feeman 

December 29 – Samuel Forbes 

December 29 – Debbie Schramm 

December 30 – Dan Detwiler 

December 30 – Sandra Plummer 
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