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A Call to Reflect 

Pastor Becki Verbridge 

“Better one handful with tranquility than two handfuls with toil  

and chasing after the wind.”  (Ecclesiastes 4:6) 
 
There is something about autumn that draws me inward. As the leaves begin to change color, 

the days get shorter, leaves begin to fall, and colder air moves in, I tend to become 

introspective. Perhaps it has something to do with bittersweet reality that although fall leaves 

are brilliant with color, they are in fact dying, and that every October marks another year of 

life for me. 
 

And so I think deeply about my life at this time of year, pondering questions like:   
 

• Where have the years carried me?  

• How have I grown? 

• What have I learned? 

• How has my past contributed to my present? 

• Where do I find joy? 

• What is my passion? 

• What do I still want to accomplish?  

• What challenges do I face? 

• What are my limitations? 

• What do I need to let go of? 

• How do I best fulfill God’s call at this point in my life?  
 

This annual inner call to reflect is one the reasons I appreciate autumn. Too often we don’t 

stop long enough to take a deep breath, let alone think about where we’ve been, where we are 

now, and where we’re headed. 
 

What is true of us as individuals is also true of us as congregations. We get so busy doing the 

week-in-week-out work of the church that we don’t set aside the time needed to wrestle with 

the deeper questions that need wrestled with from time to time. It seems easier to keep on 

doing the things we’ve been doing, regardless of what has changed. The questions that I ask 

of myself every year at this time are the same kind of questions that congregations need to ask 

of themselves as well. 
 

That is one of the reasons our denominational leadership promotes intentional interim periods 

between called pastors. Congregational leaders need focused time to intentionally sort 

through what has been and what is now, to prepare for the call process. The most successful 

pastoral calls come about when time and energy are fully invested in the interim period. 
 

To that end, I have recommended that we consider engaging a consultant with experience 

working with churches doing the challenging work of inner city ministry in today’s culture. I 

have received a few recommendations and have been encouraged by preliminary 

conversations I have had with those individuals.  I will be taking information back to our 

Congregational Council in November. 
 

In the meantime, keep doing what you are doing by way of offering your support and prayers 

for Holy Trinity’s ministry. We still have a mission to “Bring Jesus to people through love and 

the word of God.” We just need a concrete plan as to how we are going to go about it in the 

next 3 to 5 years! † 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Becki 

P.S. Speaking of the 

importance of self-

reflection, including 

acknowledging changes 

and limitations…  

I am aware that I no longer 

have the wherewithal to 

lead three services of 

worship in the span of 

fifteen hours. That being 

true, this year we will have 

one Christmas Eve Service 

(Saturday, December 24th)  

at 7:00 p.m. and one 

Christmas Day Service 

(Sunday, December 25th) at 

9:30 a.m. I know this may 

be disappointing for some 

of you, but I pray for your 

understanding.  
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Leek Pipe Organ Company staff members have been hard at work 

as the refurbishment of the organ's wind system progresses. A 

number of crawl boards and protective panels were constructed to 

cover complex cabling & other electrical components (i.e. solid 

state panels) that will stay in place during the removal of the 

bellows. We are grateful for their care and attention to detail. † 

Organ Update 

Pictured above:  One of the protective covers being built will go over this duck-

taped wind trunk which will be repaired during this project.  Pictured below:   

The hinge is torn on all four side of the bellows; it is being repaired. 

Pictured above:  Here is a long metal windpipe that is 

unprotected and has dents in it.   

Pictured below:  Here is this same windpipe now with a 

newly constructed protective wooden cover.  

New canvas has been installed to the internal middle ribs of the great bellows. 
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This fall Trinity Choir welcomes two new section leaders: 

bass Will Bowers and alto Marissa Pezzuolo. 

New Section Leaders 

Pictured above:  A technician removes hinge material from the 

great bellows. Pictured below & at bottom:  Crawlboards and 

wood wind line protective covers made by Leek Organ. 

Will is a second 

year student at the 

University of 

Akron, studying 

Tuba Performance 

and History. He 

has performed with 

many ensembles, 

including The 

University of 

Akron Chamber 

Choir, Cleveland 

Orchestra Youth 

Orchestra, and 

University of 

Akron Wind 

Symphony. 

Highlights include 

a 2018 European Tour; performing in Austria, Slovakia, and 

Hungary; and a 2023 California Tour performing in Los 

Angeles with the University of Akron Chamber Choir. 

 

Marissa graduated 

in May with a BA in 

music from 

Cleveland State 

University. She is 

working on a 

second degree in 

music therapy 

while taking some 

additional graduate 

courses. Marissa 

works a few 

different jobs on 

campus at 

Cleveland State as 

well as the Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame. During the winter months, she 

teaches skiing at Alpine Valley in Chardon. In her spare 

time, she enjoys watching classic movies, listening to 

records, and tending to her one year old puppy and two 

kitties.  Welcome Will and Marissa! † 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
Order a Christmas poinsettia to help decorate Holy Trinity’s chancel 

this Christmas Eve!  Fill out the form below and place in the offering 

plate or mail it to the Church.  Make your check out to Holy Trinity Lu-

theran Church and mark “poinsettia” on the memo line.  All orders 

must be placed by noon on Monday, December 19.  Thank you for 

this offering!  You may pickup your poinsettia immediately following 

the 9:30 a.m. service on Saturday, December 25.  The remaining poin-

settias will be delivered by our Friendly Visitors to Trinity Members 

who are shut-in, hospitalized or recovering in their homes from a hos-

pital stay.  For more information, please contact Debbie Ickes at (678) 

353-7444. † 

 

Order Form 
 

I would like to order  

______ Christmas Poinsettias  

priced at $15 each.   
NOTE:  All poinsettias will be white. 

 
 

 

 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________________________ 

Envelope #____________________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed______________________________________________ 

Please check one of the following and print clearly.  I give my poinsettia(s): 

_____ in memory of _________________________________ 

_____ in honor of ___________________________________ 

_____ to the glory of God. 

Calling All Bakers! 

If you love to bake Christmas treats, 

cookies, and pastries, we have a great 

way for you to serve doing something 

you love … bake and donate your 

favorite sweet treats for the in-person 

reception that follows the Procession of 

Advent Lessons & Carols concert on 

Friday, December 2.   

If you wish to contribute, please deliver 

your items to Room 202 (labeled "for 

L&C") by Wednesday, November 30  

for packaging on the morning of 

December 1.   

And speaking of the reception, if you 

are available to help set up, clean up or 

serve beverages and monitor the 

various dessert stations, please contact 

Deacon Ruth Anderson at 

randerson@holytrinityakron.org.  

Thank you, in advance, for your time, 

talent and generosity! † 
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Jesus and Nature: Teachers of Faith  
by the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith 

 

Jesus often turned to the natural world in teaching, 

opening our eyes to see creation not just as something to 

be cared for, but as our teacher and kindred. It is no 

mistake that Jesus, who lovingly spoke of soil and plants, 

was thought to be a gardener that first Easter morning. 

This three-session Bible study will shift our perspectives 

and allow nature to be our teacher, through the words of 

Jesus and other parts of Scripture. The trees, the soil and 

the creatures will offer us new perspectives on the 

character of God and challenge us to deepen our 

stewardship of God’s precious creation. 

 

• Saturday, November 19, Session 3: “Creatures”  

This session offers us an opportunity to observe and 

learn about God from birds, foxes, sheep, dogs and 

other animals, while considering habitat protection, 

food justice and the model of trust. 

 

Breakfast will be served followed by our study. If you 

have any questions or need a copy of the study, call/text 

Rachel Núñez at (330) 634-6597. † 

Sunday LIFT  

(Living In Faith Together)  
 

Join us following worship … 
 

Sunday, November 6  

Affirmation of Baptism & New Member 

Reception – Chapel Lounge 

 

Sunday, November 13 

Invite, Welcome, Connect  

with guest speaker, Mary Foster Parmer 

Room 202 

 

Sunday, November 20 

Sharing Joy & Thanksgiving 

Reflections on Psalm 100 – Room 202 

 

Sunday, November 27 

Holy Trinity Goes to Breakfast 

Akron Family Restaurant † 
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Sunday, December 4  
 

following the Congregational 

Meeting in the Scharf Library 

We are discussing ... 
 

Black Cake 
by Charmaine Wilkerson 

 

All are invited to join us for the 

discussion. Please contact Diane 

Chambers or Amy Indorf  

with any questions. † 

Weekly Check-In  
& Prayer  

Fridays @ 9 a.m. via Zoom 
 

We gather via Zoom for a time of 

sharing, scripture reading, talking, 

prayer, and blessing. 

Contact Rachel Núñez,  

Director of Faith Formation  

for meeting instructions, 

rnunez@holytrintyakron.org,  

call/text (330) 634-6597. † 

Alphabet of Gratitude 
Words, definitions, quotes, and scripture passages for a 

guided practice of gratitude … by Vibrant Church 

Communications 
 

This gratitude practice will take us through the letters of the alphabet and guide 

us through a different word with accompanying definition, quote, scripture 

passage, and question for reflection each day of the month of November. The 

words are designed to expand our vocabulary of gratitude. 
 

Resources for adults include a print booklet and three social media images per 

day. Resources for children and youth include a tree of gratitude with printable 

leaves and a gratitude flip book to use each day in personal or family devotions 

at home. Whether you choose to use the printed materials, social media images, 

tree of gratitude, or all – Holy Trinity members and friends will be guided 

through 26 days of thanks-giving! † 

• No Hike & Seek during November due to scheduling.  Join us for the next 

Hike & Seek Saturday, December 10 @ 9 a.m. 
 

• Plan to join us for a new Advent Mid-Week Study that begins  Wednesday, 

November 30, the first week of Advent.  Details will be shared via the 

Midweek Word. 
 

• Alphabet of Gratitude packets will be mailed out to families the last week of 

October for home use the month of November – focus on gratitude and 

thanks-living!  
 

• Join us for Morning Devotions at 8 a.m. via Facebook LIVE each Monday 

through Thursday. 
 

• Wednesdays in November will highlight several members being interviewed 

and sharing their favorite scripture passage(s) with a reflection. † 

mailto:rnunez@holytrintyakron.org
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The Season of Advent Begins! 
 

Monday evenings @ 7 p.m. via Zoom 

The Dawn Chorus: An Advent Devotional on the Wonders of Birds 

In the wee hours of the morning, before the sun appears over the horizon, 

Songbirds begin a great symphony that scientists call the “dawn chorus.” 

Birds can sing at any time of day, of course, but in that deep blue space 

between darkness and light, their songs are louder, livelier, and passionately 

clear.  Advent is the church’s dawn chorus. It starts in the silence, in the 

shadows, and looks to the light.  
 

Each week, we gather together to listen and learn, proclaiming that in the 

end, the night will give way to the day; winter will give way to spring; 

despair to hope, war to peace, grief to joy, violence to love – and God will 

come again, like the morning star in the east! 
 

• November 28 – HOPE (Romans 13: 11-12) 

• December 05 – PEACE (Isaiah 11: 6-9) 

• December 12 – JOY (Isaiah 35: 1-2) 

• December 19 – LOVE (Matthew 1: 18-21) 
 

• Because we are meeting via Zoom, this is a wonderful opportunity to 

invite friends and family members that do not live locally or that are not 

current members of Holy Trinity to join us! Simply share their email 

address with Rachel Núñez, Director of Faith Formation, 

rnunez@holytrinityakron.org or forward the Zoom link to them 

personally.  

 
Wednesdays @ 11 a.m. in Room 202 

Advent Stories & Soup Lunch – we 

gather for prayer, seasonal stories of 

faith, blessing, conversation around  

the table and a warm soup lunch. 

November 30, December 7, 14, & 21. † 

 

Devotions  
for Advent  

& Christmas 
2022-2023 

 

Prophets and Promises continues 

the Christian tradition of 

setting aside time to prepare for 

the celebration of Jesus’ birth 

and to anticipate his return. 

The Advent season of 

preparation then unfolds in the 

joy of the twelve days of 

Christmas and the day of 

Epiphany. You will find daily 

devotions here for the first 

Sunday of Advent (November 

27, 2022) through Epiphany 

(January 6, 2023). Each 

devotion features a scripture 

reading, accompanied by a 

photo, a quote to ponder, a 

reflection, and a prayer.  
 

Pick up a copy of the Augsburg 

Fortress 2022-2023 edition at 

the church or request a copy be 

sent to you, (330) 376-5154. † 

mailto:rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
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All Saints Sunday  
Affirmation of Baptism 

& New Member Reception 

November 6 

Join us for worship and the 

Affirmation of Baptism for our 

confirmands, Logan Hunter,  Maddie 

Mormino and Steven Mitchhart … and 

welcome new members!  A special 

reception will follow in the Chapel 

Lounge, hosted by the Faith  

Formation Ministry Team. 

 

Send-off for McKayla!  On October 20, the choir bid a fond 

farewell to McKayla Ferguson, our alto section leader who is moving 

out of the area.  

The Blessing Cabinet is fully stocked! Holy Trinity has 

helped to create a Blessing Cabinet at the Robinson Family Resource 

Center.  With funds from Mission Initiatives, personal care items, 

laundry supplies, paper products and microwaveable food are now 

available to Robinson students and their families. † 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to those elected to serve on Council 

(pictured from top left):  Lesli Eisenhart,  

Gary Radanof, Valerie Clark and Linda Vowles.   

Through a Continuing Resolution approved by 

Council, the four members leaving Council at the 

end of 2022 will serve on the 2023 Nominating 

Committee:  Paul Anacki, Connie Archbold,  

and Fred Rieman.  Valerie Clark will serve  

as the representative from Council. 
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A Double Baptism 
We were doubly blessed on Sunday, October 16 with two baptisms.  We welcomed into the kingdom of God Henry 

Michael Di Rosato, son of Michael and Lexi Di Rosato, and Wesley Thomas Anacki, son of Andrew and Marissa Anacki.  

Both are grandsons of Paul and Liz Anacki and great-grandsons of Jan Parry.  Henry and Wesley are the fourth 

generation to be baptized at Holy Trinity.  Congratulations! †  

Pictured above:  Pastor Becki baptizes Henry and Wesley.  Pictured below:  The Anacki and Di Rosato families with the godparents.   
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What an expressive and 

commanding concert with 

internationally acclaimed and 

award-winning organist Bálint 

Karosi!  As part of the concert, he 

presented the American premiere 

of his original composition, 

Kodály Triptyque.  He is truly a 

master of his craft and of our 

beloved organ!  An ice cream 

reception was held following his 

performance. † 

Pictured far right:  Deacon Ruth Anderson 

with Bálint Karosi and his manager, Charles 

Miller.  Pictured bottom right:  Bálint talks 

with concert-goers during the reception. 
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Continued on next page ... 

What a Five-Year Celebration! 
We celebrated in October five years of ministry, outreach and service to the 

community for DLM Food & Resources, and what a celebration it was!  We kicked 

off the month with a special presentation given by DLM Operations Manager 

Stefan Katz (pictured left) that included a pre-recorded message from Amir 

Danielsan and  Monica B. 

(pictured right), son and 

daughter-in-law of Deborah 

Manteghi, the person for 

whom DLM was formed and 

named.  Stefan gave an 

overview of the DLM ‘Box 

Experience’ and how the 

ministry helps so many 

families each month.   
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John Guran 

We hosted a Partners Fair where folks learned more about the importance of these 

partnerships and their involvement and support of DLM.  We held a special DLM 

Open House that took people through the various rooms and functions of this 

ministry (see photos on page 16-18).  We put up a photographic display in the Chapel 

Lounge that looked back at DLM from its humble beginnings to being one of the 

premier food pantries in the area.  And each Sunday we heard members share their 

personal stories about their involvement with DLM.  To serve and support DLM, we 

encouraged everyone to contribute to weekly collection drives of personal care items 

and under garments for children and adults.  And, we asked for monetary donations 

in increments of $5.  Thank you to everyone who participated in this celebration … thank 

you for five years of amazing ministry, outreach and service to the community! † 

PICTURED FAR LEFT:  

DLM Director Darlene 

Katz preached on October 

16 and shared her personal 

story of what led her to 

DLM Food & Resources. 

PICTURED LEFT:  A 

special reception was held 

October 16 in the Chapel 

Lounge to celebrate the five

-year anniversary of DLM. 

PICTURED RIGHT:  

Amanda Smith from 

Project Rise speaks during 

a Minute for Mission. 

Several organizations participated in the DLM Partners Fair on October 9  

where Holy Trinity members learned more about how they work together  

with DLM to support the children and families of this community. 
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Tour of DLM 
Let us take you on a 

photographic tour of DLM 

Food & Resources.  Pictured 

on this page are the various 

clothing rooms where families 

are able to get clothing, coats, 

shoes and accessories.  

Volunteers help to sort by size 

the donated clothing, shoes, 

and accessories.  Items are 

placed on hangers and hung in 

the appropriate room or area.  

Volunteers are needed each 

week to assist with this project.  

Whether you have 

just a few hours to 

give or a full day, 

your time would be 

much appreciated.  

To volunteer, contact 

Stefan Katz at (234) 

344-4700. † 

Pictured top left:  

Men’s clothing area.  

Pictured top right:  

Children Room for 

sizes infant through 

size 8.  Pictured 

above left:  Women’s 

clothing area.  

Pictured at bottom:  

Teens clothing room. 
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Pictured at left is one 

of several rooms 

devoted to packing the 

food boxes.  The food 

boxes are assembled 

and packed in this 

room (and others).  

The also serves as a 

cold storage room for 

food items that need to 

kept at a cooler 

temperature.   

Pictured at left is the room where the personal 

care items are stored and kits are prepared.  

Pictured above is a personal care kit.  These are 

delivered to families along with a food box.  And 

the kits are also distributed to those families who 

shop in person. 

Pictured above is the volunteer break room.  Pictured at right is the 

refrigerated cooler that stores the fresh produce.  Meat is stored in other coolers. 
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Fellowship & Fun at DLM 
It was the Fall Harvest themed in-person shopping event at DLM Food & Resources on 

October 8 where food and personal care kits were distributed.  And there was an 

abundance of fun and fellowship amongst the volunteers and families who came.  

Thank you to everyone who served!! † 

Pictured above left:  All the volunteers gathered for a brief huddle and prayer before the doors 

opened for the families.  Pictured above right (from left):  Children who came were able to pick a 

pumpkin to take home.  This young man chose one of the largest!  Pictured at right:  There were lots 

of goodies, sweet treats and individual lunches for everyone to enjoy.  Pictured below left (from 

left):  Volunteers Deb Gottas, Debbie Rose, Pastor Sandy Selby and Darlene Weaver help prepare the 

individual meals for families. 

Celebrating our Confirmands Logan Hunter and Maddie Mormino!  
Pictured (from left):  Mike, Maddie and Amanda Mormino, Rachel Núñez, 

Michael, Logan and Jennifer Hunter, and Pastor Becki Verbridge.  



  

 

November Birthdays 

 

‘Happy Birthday’ to the following members  

who are celebrating birthdays this month!!   

If you want to include your birthday in a future 
issue of the Highlights, please contact 
Annmarie Demko at (330) 376-5154.   

NOTE:  This list only includes known birthdays.   

Date Readers Livestream 

Sunday, November 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Diann Jenkins 

Lorin Sickafoose 

Stefan Katz 

Sunday, November 13 

9:30 a.m. 
John Stefanik 

Lorin Sickafoose 

Stefan Katz 

Sunday, November 20 

9:30 a.m. 
Lorin Sickafoose 

Alex DeLuca 

Stefan Katz 

Sunday, November 27 

9:30 a.m. 
LaVerne Mansour 

Alex DeLuca 

Stefan Katz 

Worship Stewards 
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Holy Trinity hikers took to the trails in October!   
Pictured from left:  Rachel and Jacinto Núñez, Amy Indorf, Rich Williams, Don 

Parsisson, Diane Chambers, and Rick and LJ Kimble. † 

November 1 – Joseph Davis 

November 1 – Shirley Jordan 

November 5 – Logan Vowles 

November 6 – Jenna Spencer 

November 6 – Max Spencer 

November 7 – Anastasia Heppner 

November 10 – Michael Hunter 

November 11 – Mary DeBerry 

November 12 – Blake Birch 

November 12 – Camdynn Stevens 

November 12 – Elena Wegryn 

November 13 – Molly Linden 

November 14 – Garry Compan 

November 14 – Adam Heckel 

November 14 – Janet Spanninger 

November 14 – Erica Spice 

November 14 – Pat Woodford 

November 15 – Kristine Johnson 

November 15 – Alexa Sandmann 

November 18 – Tracy Johnson 

November 18 – Marcy Nagy 

November 19 – Cody Sanders 

November 20 – Ruth Anderson 

November 20 – Rusty Laybourne 

November 21 – Amy Indorf 

November 22 – Erin Stefanik 

November 23 – Becky Adkins 

November 25 – Norm Richenbacher 

November 26 – Pam Marko 

November 26 – Mary Williams 

November 27 – Tina Deighan 

November 28 – David Linder 

November 29 – Mary Chancey 

November 29 – Beverly Godding 

Dear Friends at Trinity, 

I give thanks for the prayers and the concern 

of so many after my fall.  I appreciate the 

phone calls, emails, cards and flowers I 

received.  The healing of my shoulder is 

progressing well.   

        ~ Pat Keller 
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Council Liaison - Rick Kimble 


