
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
August 7, 2022 - 9:30 a.m. 

 

   
  

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the 

beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s 

assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 
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Service of Word and Sacrament 
In the bulletin:  The asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.   

Boldface type indicates the congregation’s responses.  At the sign of the cross (),  

you are invited to make that same sign upon yourself in remembrance of your baptism. 
 

    GATHERING    
 

Welcome & Announcements                       
 

 

Prelude         Open My Lips, O Lord     Marilyn Haskel 

Men’s vocal ensemble 
 

Open my lips, O Lord. And my mouth will proclaim your praise. Sing your praises. 
 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 who forgives all our sin, 

 whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

 teach us to be honest with you, 

 with ourselves and with others, 

 so we may know the peace of a clear conscience 

 and the joy of living in right relationship. 

Give us the humility we need to recognize our mistakes, 

 to acknowledge them openly, 

 to seek forgiveness, and, where possible, 

 to make amends. 

That we may come to understand time as a gift, 

 so as to not waste a moment of day; 

 to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 

Hear the good news! 

 in the name of Jesus + Christ, 

 your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.  Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn               The God of Abraham Praise     LEONI 

 

 
 

 

*Greeting 
  

This is the day that the Lord has made! 
 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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*Hymn of Praise         Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs 
 

 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
 

Gracious God, thank you for the gift of time.  May we come to recognize each moment, 

minute, hour and day as a gift from you, to be used to share your love and grace 

through what we say and what we do.  We pray in Jesus’ name. 

 Amen.  

 

  WORD   
 

First Reading:  Genesis 15:1-6 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And 

Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my 

heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your 

very own issue shall be your heir.” 5The LORD brought Abram outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then the LORD said to him, “So shall 

your descendants be.” 6And Abram believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 

The word of the Lord.    

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 33:12-22 
All sing in alternation, beginning with the cantor. 

 

 
12Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD! 

Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 
 

13The LORD looks | down from heaven, 

and sees all | humankind. 
 

14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 

all who dwell | on the earth. 
 

15God fashions | all their hearts 

and observes | all their deeds.  
 

16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 

nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 
 

17The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 

despite its great strength it | cannot save. 
 

18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD, 

upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 
 

19to deliver their | lives from death, 

and to keep them alive in | time of famine.  
 

20Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD, 

our helper | and our shield. 
 

21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 

for in your holy name we | put our trust. 
 

22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, | be upon us, 

even as we place our | hope in you. 
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Second Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by 

faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 

by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as 

an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time 

in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 

who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For Abraham looked forward to the city that 

has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of 

procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 

considered faithful the one who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as 

good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 

grains of sand by the seashore.” 

 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw 

and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for 

people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been 

thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But 

as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 

called their God; indeed, God has prepared a city for them. 

Word of God, word of life.    

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel:  Luke 12:32-40 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 12th chapter.    

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give the 

dominion to you. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 

wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their 

master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as 

he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; 

truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 

them. 38If the master comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 

blessed are those slaves. 

 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son-of-Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.     

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Prayer for Understanding 
 

Bring your word near to us, O God.  May it rest not only on our lips, but also reside in our 

hearts. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

Sermon    Pastor Becki Verbridge 
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*Hymn of the Day No. 514 O Word of God Incarnate MUNICH 

stanza 1-unison   2-harmony   3-unison 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*The Prayers  
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us offer prayers for the church, those in need, 

and all of creation.  

A brief silence. 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your church.  Fill us with your Spirit as we speak your 

word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.  Hear our, O God.  Your 

mercy is great.  

Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation.  In places of famine, provide 

nourishment.  In places of plenty, provide good stewards of y our bounty.  Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great.  

Let your lovingkindness be upon your world.  Raise up courageous leaders to govern 

with compassion and justice.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

Let your lovingkindness be upon your children.  Console those who grieve and embrace 

those who cry out to you.  We pray for all those on our prayer list, especially…(names are 

read).  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

Let your lovingkindness be upon this community.  May all work for peace and care for 

those in need.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
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With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you.  As 

they placed their hope in you, so may we trust in your promise of new life.  Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great.  

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 MEAL  
 

*Sharing of the Peace  
  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.         
 

 And also with you. 
 We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

 

*Offertory Hymn No. 188       Create in Me a Clean Heart  
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*Invitation 
Christ comes to us in, with and under the bread and wine to nourish our faith.  

 The uncontainable presence, grace, love, forgiveness and 

 mercy of Christ come to us in this simple meal that spans all time and space.  

All baptized children of God – regardless of denominational background –  

 are welcome and invited to share it with us. 

 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving  
  

The Lord be with you.     

  And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts.  

  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     
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*Prayer at the Table 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: beyond 

the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; 

out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery 

of faith: 

 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; 

throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 

church, without end. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

      thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

  Amen. 
 

Following the Lord’s Prayer, you may be seated. 

 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

 

Communion Hymn                           Lamb of God 

 

 

*The Communion 

Those celebrating with us from your homes: please share the bread and wine or grape juice with one another using 

these words: The Body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. An Amen or Thanks be to 

God is spoken in response to these gifts. 

Those celebrating with us in person: Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread and an individual 

cup of wine or white grape juice from those serving. Please return to your seat by the side aisle. 
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Communion Hymn No. 638  Blessed Assurance ASSURANCE 

Sing in harmony. 

 
 

 

  SENDING   
 

*Prayer after Communion 
 

Life-giving God, 

 in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

 nourished us with the words of mercy, 

 and fed us at your table. 

Amid the cares of this life, 

 strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 

 serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 

 and honor the earth you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen.  
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*Benediction 
  

May the blessing of God, 

+ Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 

 be with you this day and every day.   Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn No. 771       God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens HOLY MANNA 

 

 

*Dismissal 

May we always remember our mission:   

 Bring Jesus to people, through love and the word of God. 

Go in peace.  Love your neighbor.   Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude           God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens          David Cherwien 
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Acknowledgements…  

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-702599. 

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyrights 2018 & 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003154.   

The Prayer of Confession & Forgiveness are reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the 

Word® Worship Companion, copyright © 2013. All rights reserved 

The Benediction is reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion, 

copyright © 2009. All rights reserved. 

Open My Lips, O Lord Text: Psalm 51:15, adapt.; Text and music: Marilyn Haskel © 2011 Marilyn Haskel, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-702599. 

The God of Abraham Praise Text: Moses Maimonides, 12th cent.; vers. Daniel ben Judah Dayan, 1404; stnazas 1, 3, trans. Thomas 

Olivers, c. 1770, alt; stanzas 2, 4, Max Landsberg, Newton M. Mann, and William C. Gannett, 1884, 1910, alt. P.D. Music: Jewish 

melody, 17th cent.; adapt. Meyer Lyon and Thomas Olivers, 1770. P.D. 

O Word of God Incarnate Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt., P.D.; Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693. P.D. 

Create in Me a Clean Heart Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739. P.D. 

Blessed Assurance Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915; Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. P.D. 

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927 © 1967 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net #A-702599. Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. P.D. 

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens by David Cherwien © 1992 Summa Productions, admin. Lorenz Corporation. All rights 

reserved. OneLicense.net #A-702599. 

+   +   + 

Please join us following worship on the front lawn for a church picnic hosted by the Worship & Music Ministry 

Team. If inclement weather, picnic will be in the Fellowship Hall. 

Looking Ahead…the Scripture texts for next Sunday, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, are Jeremiah 23:23-29, Psalm 82, 

Hebrews 11:29—12:2, Luke 12:49-56. We encourage you to read and pray these passages in preparation for our 

worship together. 

Your tithes and offerings are important to our ministry. On-line donation options are available at 

holytrinityakron.org/donate or by contacting Financial Secretary Jim Minisall at jminisall@holytrinityakron.org. Or 

simply mail your offerings to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 50 N. Prospect Street, Akron, Ohio 44304. Thank you for 

your generous and regular support. 

Our Love Offering this week and next will benefit Urban Vision. Urban Vision’s goal is to build a vibrant, unified 

community, transformed through the love and hope of Jesus Christ. They do this by offering educational programs 

and supportive services to children and youth, pre-K through high school. Additionally, they assist adults 

experiencing language barriers by teaching them English and offering services to holistically address their spiritual 

needs. Every ministry is Gospel-driven. 

The mission of Urban Vision is to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ in North Hill by coming alongside children and 

their families as they discover Christ’s vision for themselves and their community, through relationships focused on 

building dignity, inspiring unity, empowering futures, and meeting holistic needs.  Thank you for your generous 

support. 

Crowd Media Release Notice… Please be aware that by attending our gathering in person, you consent to your 

voice, name, and/or likeness being used, without compensation, in photography and video for exploitation in any 

and all media, whether now known or hereafter devised, for eternity, and you release Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

its successors, assigns and licensees from any liability whatsoever of any nature. By participating, you agree to be 

subject to the foregoing.  

 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
mailto:jminisall@holytrinityakron.org
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This Week at Holy Trinity 
 

 

Sunday, 8/7  9:30 a.m. Worship  

              11:00 a.m. Church picnic – Front lawn 

     (If inclement weather, picnic will be in Fellowship  

     Hall) 

   3:30 p.m. Warriors Journey Home – Youth Room 
 

Tuesday, 8/8  6:30 p.m. Derbytown Chorus – Fellowship Hall 
  

Sunday, 8/14  9:30 a.m. Worship 

              11:00 a.m. Teacher Supplies Packing Day – Fellowship Hall 

                                       2:00 p.m. Book Club @ Akron Main Library 
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In Our Prayers… 

 

Week of August 7: The family of Dorothy Peterson (mother of Mark Peterson, friends of 

Ruth Anderson) 

 

Week of July 31st: Becky Adkins (member), Elaina Oberdorfer (granddaughter of Betty 

Oberdorfer), Joey Farrell (related by marriage to the Vowles Family). 

 

Week of July 24th: John Shea (Stephen White), Val Clark (member), Abby Mormino 

(member, daughter of Mandy Mormino), Lillian (friend of Marsha Asente), Sandra 

Plummer (member), and the family of Tony Hawkins (a friend of the Vowles Family) 

who died unexpectedly this past week. 

 

Week of July 17th: Jodie McClain (friend of Valerie Clark), Richard DeBerry (member), 

Cathy Lovorn (cousin of Joan Derrig), Sandra Knouse (Sally Richenbacher sister), Tina 

Deighan (sister-in-law of Marcia Asente), Wayne Richenbacher (son of Sally & Norm 

Richenbacher), Sharon Anderson (mother of Ruth Anderson), Alan Morton (nephew of 

Sophia Morton), Sandy Hamilton (member), Will Kocsovsky (brother of Joan Amon), 

Caleb Pederson (friend of Sandy Hamilton), Judy Eisenhart (member), Carol Stull 

(mother of Diann Jenkins), Kassandra Guran (granddaughter of John Guran), Gina 

Strulderer (friend of Elizabeth Liska), and Shirley Jordan (member). 

Week of July 10th: Nick Farber (friend of Sandy Hamilton), Mary Williams (member), Tom 

Lawson (husband of Ann Lawson), and Marilyn O’Data (mother of Ann Lawson). 

 

*Individuals added to our prayer concerns will remain on Holy Trinity’s printed list for four 

weeks. The names of those making the request will be printed next to the name of the person 

being prayed for. We kindly ask those making the request to keep our prayer list coordinators 

updated as to the status of the person they are requesting prayer for. We would be glad to 

continue praying for individuals (adding them for another four weeks) upon request.  If you have 

updates or additions to the prayer list, please contact Sally Richenbacher, Rachel Nunez, or 

Pastor Becki Verbridge. 
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God’s Grace Is Enough: August Sabbath Devotionals 
 

The devotionals that have been specially prepared for each week of Holy 

Trinity’s August Sabbath will be emailed and available on our website 

prior to the beginning of each week. Hard copies will be mailed to those 

who receive other communications from the church via the postal service. 

Hard copies will also be available on the Welcome Desk prior to worship 

each Sunday. Plan now to set aside time each day and join us in devotion 

as we observe this special four-week Sabbath! 
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…Ministry Team Leaders… 

Ministry Team Team Leader(s) Phone 

Care & Fellowship Rachel Núñez (330) 634-6597 

Faith Formation Amanda Archbold (330) 322-6554 

Finance Lesli Eisenhart (330) 696-7460 

Outreach & Social Concerns Gregg Loesch (330) 733-4081 

Personnel John Stefanik (330) 666-3579 

Property Dan Detwiler (330) 814-1795 

Welcome Bob Foutty (330) 268-2934 

Worship 
Frederica Cohen 

Ron Nockengost 

(330) 535-3037 

(330) 388-2677                           

 

…Our Staff… 

Interim Pastor  Becki Verbridge  bverbridge@holytrinityakron.org 

Dir. of Faith Formation Rachel Núñez  rnunez@holytrinityakron.org 

Dir. of Music Ministries Ruth Anderson  randerson@holytrinityakron.org 

Financial Secretary  Jim Minisall  jminisall@holytrinityakron.org 

DLM Director  Darlene Anderson-Katz danderson@holytrinityakron.org 

Communications Coord. Sandy DeLuca  sdeluca@holytrinityakron.org 

Parish Secretary  Annmarie Demko  ademko@holytrinityakron.org 

Maintenance Coord.  Bruce Mansour  mansour@holytrinityakron.org 

Sexton  Vince Simmons 

 

…Activity Coordinators… 
Activity Coordinator Phone 

Acolyte Coordinator Please pray as we search for a new coordinator. 

Altar Guild Deborah Ickes 678-353-7444  

Archives Ricki Ethington 330-644-4663 

Communion Assistants 
Deborah Ickes &  

Marcy Nagy 

678-353-7444 

330-858-4995 

Council President John Guran 330-606-3915 

Meditation Memorial Garden Nan Riemenschneider 330-239-1086 

Parish Nurse Ministry Sally Richenbacher 330-650-1175 

Prayer Chain 
Sally Richenbacher 

Wanda Clark 

330-650-1175 

330-836-4096 

Readers Nancy Riemenschneider 330-239-1086 

St. Bernard’s Hot Meals Please pray as we search for a new coordinator. 

Stewardship Tom Baumgardner 330-603-3691 

Ushers Gregg Loesch 330-733-4081 

Warriors Journey Home Jack Harig 330-644-9862 

Women’s Bible Study Velma Pomrenke 330-864-6866 
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