Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
September 18, 2022 - 9:30 a.m.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Word and Sacrament
In the bulletin: The asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
Boldface type indicates the congregation’s responses. At the sign of the cross (),
you are invited to make that same sign upon yourself in remembrance of your baptism.

 GATHERING 
Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of the lost,
we have wandered far from our home with you;
again and again, we lose our way.
Forgive the wrongdoings of our past
and turn our faces toward the future
where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear,
and your love overflows.
Amen.
As a parent welcomes home a wayward child,
so God embraces all who return in true repentance.
In the name of Jesus Christ ☩ we are forgiven.
Amen.

*Greeting
This is the day that the Lord has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
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John Helgen

*Gathering Hymn No. 859

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

stanza 1-unison 2-harmony 3-harmony 4-unison
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LOBE DEN HERREN

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Gracious God, seeker of the lost,
draw us and all your children back to your loving embrace,
restore us to our inheritance as daughters and sons,
and reconcile our hearts to you,
that we may extend your reconciling love to all the world;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 WORD 
First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5saying,
“When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may
offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit
with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling
the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never
forget any of their deeds.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 113

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the Sovereign of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation No. 512

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

GOOD SOIL

The choir sings the acclamation; all repeat it.

*Gospel: Luke 15:11-31
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons.12The younger of them said to his father,
“Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them.13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and
no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and
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go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’” 20So he set
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.” 22But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied,
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back
safe and sound.” 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began
to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for
him!” 31Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayer for Understanding
O God, for your word that has spoken to so many,
and continues to speak to us today,
receive our praise.
Amen.

Sermon

Pastor Becki Verbridge
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*Hymn of the Day No. 606 Our Father, We Have Wandered

HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN

stanza 1-unison 2-harmony 3-unison
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*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound welcome. Lead your
church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, and celebration. Send us to
transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. Equip farmers and
farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and abundant sunshine.
Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that experience
internal and external conflict. Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint peacemakers trained
in the art of diplomacy and foster a collaboration among political rivals. God of grace, hear our
prayer.
Your people cry to help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family members.
Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those who are sick or grieving.
We pray for those on our prayer list, especially…(names are read). God of grace, hear our prayer.
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Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the feeding ministries of
this congregation. Bring an end to hunger in our community and around the world. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died, confident that
steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we are gathered at your heavenly
banquet. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

 MEAL 
*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
We share the peace of Christ with one another.

Offering Anthem

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Brenda Portman

Trinity Choir
There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; there's a kindness in God's
justice which is more than liberty. There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up
in heav'n. There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment giv'n.
God has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love
mercy, to walk humbly with your God. God has shown you what is good.
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind; and the heart of the Eternal is
most wonderfully kind. Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your word, and
our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. Amen.
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*Offertory Hymn No. 186

Create in Me a Clean Heart

*Invitation
Christ comes to us in, with and under the bread and wine to nourish our faith.
The uncontainable presence, grace, love, forgiveness and
mercy of Christ come to us in this simple meal that spans all time and space.
All baptized children of God – regardless of denominational background –
are welcome and invited to share it with us.

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is right and good…and all the company of heaven:

*Prayer at the Table
We are grateful for Jesus the Christ…as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

God, bless these simple gifts…through Christ, in the Spirit, now and always.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Following the Lord’s Prayer, you may be seated.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Communion Hymn

Lamb of God

*The Communion
Those celebrating with us from your homes: please share the bread and wine or grape juice with one another using
these words: The Body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. An Amen or Thanks be to
God is spoken in response to these gifts.
Those celebrating with us in person: Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread and an individual
cup of wine or white grape juice from those serving. Please return to your seat by the side aisle.
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Communion Hymn No. 781 Children of the Heavenly Father

TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA

stanza 1-unison 2-harmony 3-harmony 4-unison
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Communion Hymn No. 608

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
Sing in harmony.
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THOMPSON

 SENDING 
*Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

*Benediction
May the blessing of God ☩
who created and loves you,
who forgiveness and embraces you,
who fills you and leads you,
be with you now and always.
Amen.
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*Sending Hymn No. 583

Take My Life, That I May Be
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TOMA MI VOLUNTAD

*Dismissal
May we always remember our mission:
Bring Jesus to people, through love and the word of God.
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Take My Life, That I May Be

Lynette Maynard

+ + +
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Looking Ahead…the Scripture texts for next Sunday, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, are Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1
Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13. We encourage you to read and pray these passages in preparation for our worship
together.
Your tithes and offerings are important to our ministry. On-line donation options are available at
holytrinityakron.org/donate or by contacting Financial Secretary Jim Minisall at jminisall@holytrinityakron.org. Or
simply mail your offerings to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 50 N. Prospect Street, Akron, Ohio 44304. Thank you for
your generous and regular support.
Our Love Offering this week and next will go to Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR). Severe storms dumped record
amounts of rain on eastern Kentucky, overflowing rivers and creeks onto streets and neighborhoods. The death toll
in Kentucky is expected to rise as search and rescue efforts continue. Though hundreds of people have been rescued,
the number of people missing is still unknown. As the waters recede and the full scope of the damage is assessed,
Lutheran Disaster Response will work with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and local communities to focus on longterm needs. We anticipate that the response will include rebuilding homes, replacing lost household items and
providing emotional and spiritual care to survivors. Thank you for your support!
Crowd Media Release Notice… Please be aware that by attending our gathering in person, you consent to your
voice, name, and/or likeness being used, without compensation, in photography and video for exploitation in any
and all media, whether now known or hereafter devised, for eternity, and you release Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
its successors, assigns and licensees from any liability whatsoever of any nature. By participating, you agree to be
subject to the foregoing.
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This Week at Holy Trinity
Sunday, 9/18

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 9/20

8:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Morning Devotion – Facebook Live
Council meeting – Chapel Lounge
Derbytown Chorus – Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, 9/21

8:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Morning Devotion – Facebook Live
Coffee & Conversation – Mustard Seed at
Highland Square

Thursday, 9/22

8:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Morning Devotion – Facebook Live
Trinity Bell Choir rehearsal – Sanctuary
Trinity Choir rehearsal – Choir Room

Friday, 9/23

9:00 a.m.

Faith Five Check in – via Zoom

Sunday, 9/25

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship
LIFT – Room 202 & Chapel Lounge
Warriors’ Journey Home – Youth Room
Arts @ Holy Trinity Concert – Sanctuary &
Meet-the-Artists Meal – Fellowship Hall

Worship
LIFT – Holy Trinity goes to Breakfast at
Akron Family Restaurant
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Unafraid Study/Discussion Group
“You’d be hard-pressed to overstate the extent to which fear, anxiety, and worry permeate our
lives today. Making matters worse, not a week goes by when some new threat or calamity isn’t
dominating the headlines. Why are there so many tragedies? What will happen next.” (excerpt
from book jacket)
Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times by Adam Hamilton takes
an up close look at the fears that many people of faith live with and shows how to
understand, untangle, and counter those fears using spiritual practices.
Pastor Becki will facilitate a five-week study/discussion based on Unafraid on
Wednesdays beginning September 28th. An in-person group will be held in the Chapel
Lounge on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. and, if there is enough interest (at least six
participants), an on-line group will be held via zoom on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Each 90-minute session will include an opening, video segment, discussion, and a closing
prayer. Although those wishing to participate do not need to purchase book, they are
available from multiple sellers – including Amazon – in various formats for
approximately $17.50.
Those wishing to participate should email contact Pastor Becki at
bverbridge@holytrinityakron.org to register and specify which group (in-person/day or
zoom/evening) they would like to attend. †
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In Our Prayers…

Week of September 11: Maureen (friend of Val Clark), Carrie Clark (daughter of Val
Clark), Cathy Wolverton (member), Cathy Lovorn (cousin of Joan Derrig), Karen Isaiah
(friend of Fredrica Cohen), Carol Stull (friend of Diann Jenkins), Shirley Jordan (member),
Dr. Thomas Lavin (friend of Steve White), Michael Schrader (friend of Steve White),
Sharon Anderson (mother of Ruth Anderson), Richard DeBerry (member), Judy
Eisenhart (member), and Tom Lawson (husband of Ann Lawson), Sally Richenbacher
Week of September 4: Rev. Gabriel Baumgardner (brother of Rev. Tom Baumgardner),
Charlotte Lisius (friend of Holy Trinity), Debbie Matthews (friend of Sandy Hamilton),
Hannah Miller & Family (Choir Section Leader), and Carol Seiberling (member)
Week of August 28: Becky Adkins (member), Elaina Oberdorfer (granddaughter of Betty
Oberdorfer), and Sandra Knouse (sister of Sally Richenbacher)
Week of August 21: The Family of Joey Farrell (especially his wife Amber and their three
children) at his death (relatives by marriage of the Vowles Family), the Family of Dick
Foss (especially his wife Beverly) at his death (friends of Dan Probert & Bob Hoskins),
John Shea (husband of Steve White), Lillian (friend of Marsha Asente), Sandra Plummer
(member), Bob Keener (member), and Manny Nunez (son of Rachel & Jacinto Nunez)

*Individuals added to our prayer concerns will remain on Holy Trinity’s printed list for four
weeks. The names of those making the request will be printed next to the name of the person being
prayed for. We kindly ask those making the request to keep our prayer list coordinators updated as
to the status of the person they are requesting prayer for. We would be glad to continue praying
for individuals (adding them for another four weeks) upon request. If you have updates or
additions to the prayer list, please contact Sally Richenbacher, Rachel Núñez, or Pastor Becki
Verbridge.
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…Ministry Team Leaders…
Ministry Team
Care & Fellowship
Faith Formation
Finance
Outreach & Social Concerns
Personnel
Property
Welcome
Worship

Team Leader(s)
Rachel Núñez
Amanda Archbold
Lesli Eisenhart
Gregg Loesch
John Stefanik
Kevin Heckelr
Bob Foutty
Frederica Cohen
Ron Nockengost

Phone
(330) 634-6597
(330) 322-6554
(330) 696-7460
(330) 733-4081
(330) 666-3579
(330) 283-2866
(330) 268-2934
(330) 535-3037
(330) 388-2677

…Our Staff…
Interim Pastor
Dir. of Faith Formation
Dir. of Music Ministries
Financial Secretary
DLM Director
Communications Coord.
Parish Secretary
Maintenance Coord.
Sexton

Becki Verbridge
Rachel Núñez
Ruth Anderson
Jim Minisall
Darlene Anderson-Katz
Sandy DeLuca
Annmarie Demko
Bruce Mansour
Vince Simmons

bverbridge@holytrinityakron.org
rnunez@holytrinityakron.org
randerson@holytrinityakron.org
jminisall@holytrinityakron.org
danderson@holytrinityakron.org
sdeluca@holytrinityakron.org
ademko@holytrinityakron.org
mansour@holytrinityakron.org

…Activity Coordinators…
Activity
Acolyte Coordinator
Altar Guild
Archives
Communion Assistants
Council President
Meditation Memorial Garden
Parish Nurse Ministry
Prayer Chain
Readers
St. Bernard’s Hot Meals
Stewardship
Ushers
Warriors Journey Home
Women’s Bible Study

Coordinator

Phone

Please pray as we search for a new coordinator.
Deborah Ickes
678-353-7444
Ricki Ethington
330-644-4663
Deborah Ickes &
678-353-7444
Marcy Nagy
330-858-4995
John Guran
330-606-3915
Nan Riemenschneider
330-239-1086
Sally Richenbacher
330-650-1175
Sally Richenbacher
330-650-1175
Wanda Clark
330-836-4096
Nancy Riemenschneider
330-239-1086
Please pray as we search for a new coordinator.
Tom Baumgardner
330-603-3691
Gregg Loesch
330-733-4081
Jack Harig
330-644-9862
Velma Pomrenke
330-864-6866
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